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THE SLIGHTED INVITATION. 



I. 

CHRIST DIED FOR US. 

'< BUT GOD COMMENDBTH HIS LOVE TOWARD US, IN 
THAT, WHILE WE WERE YET SINNERS, CHRIST DIED 
POR US." 

We would sooner do and suffer anything for 
others than die for them. When men, in their 
love and compassion for others, find that they are 
likely to perish themselves, they generally stop, 
then flee from the huming room, or shake off the 
drowning man, who hy his grasp would prevent 
them from saving their own lives. Parents, hus- 
bands, wives, sometimes throw themselves into 
the arms of death impulsively, when they see a 
child or companiou perishing, but a deliberate 
surrender of one's self to die to save another, is 
extremely rare. A man who is merely without 
reproach, a negative character, one with nothing 
strikingly good about him, can hardly awakeiL m- 
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terest enough in others to die for him deliberately, 
leaving out of view sudden, impulsive acts of 
heroism. Scarcely for a righteous man would 
one die, yet, perad venture, for a man with some- 
thing positively interesting about him, for a good 
mail, some would even dare to die. Still it is a 
rare case. Men would say, I have a family, or, I 
am under obligations to others. If the best and 
most useful man were ready to die, and the ques- 
tion were asked. Who will die and save his life ? 
which of us would be persuaded to make the sub- 
stitution? If, weary of the world, one should 
consent, his motive would prevent his act from 
being an exception to what has now been said. 

That we may see in what light we regard the 
substitution of one life for other lives, we will 
imagine the following case. 

A crewy escaped from a wreck on the high seas, 
have filled their boat to the water's edge, and occu- 
pied every possible place in it. A.nother survivor 
of the wreck swims up, boldly lays hold of the 
stem, and begs to be taken in. This unhappy 
being is yourself. With streaming eyes and voices 
choked with grief, they say. There is no room 
for you. Benumbed with holding on, you per- 
ceive that soon you must resign yourself to a 
wateiy grave. Then the sorrows of death com- 
pass you, and the pains of hell get hold upon you. 
One of the company feels unutterable compassion, 
and says to the rest. He shall take my place. 
What reason does he give ? That man, he says, 
I have reason to believe, is not prepared to die. 
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My peace is made with God. If I save hiit from 
death, it may subdue him to repentance, and save 
his soul. The company refusing to take any 
responsibility in the case, the man leaps into the 
sea. He is irrecoverably gone. His place being 
vacant, you are drawn out of the sea, placed in 
his seat, and reach your home. 

That man died for you. He bade farewell to all 
that was dear to him; in full health and strength 
he met the anguish of dying, gave up his body 
without a burial, to be devoured in the deep, or 
wander in the currents of the ocean, or bleach on 
a strange shore. He chose to appear before his 
God, his probation terminated, to meet his unal- 
terable doom. We will raise no question about 
the right of an individual thus to sacrifice his life. 
We are concerned now only with his act and his 
motive. His motive was purely benevolent. He 
saved your life to save your soul. You were a 
stranger to him till you sailed together, and he 
was under no obligations to you of any kind. 

As you sit in your peaceful home, or lie on 
your bed, aud oftentimes in your journeys, in your 
business, in all companies, the memory of that 
friend would affect you deeply. At the evening 
lamp, or in the night watches, as the blast pressed 
against your window, and your thoughts were 
directed to the sea and its perils, you would re- 
member : A man died for me ; the cup of suffer- 
ing he took from my hand and drank it himself. 
He pressed his way before me, and met the king 
of terrors, and turned the monster from mA« "^ 
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live by bis deatb. All tbat I bave is dae to bis 
love ; it bas been tbe means of my conversion to 
God ; my eternity in beaven, under God, I owe 
to bim. 

Wbat may we suppose you would do to signify 
your gratitude ? Could you learn tbat tbere were 
relatives of bis to wbom you could sbow kindness, 
you would find it a relief to your feelings if you 
migbt belp tbem. Tbe family name of tbe man, 
wberever you sbould meet it, would always tbrill 
you. Wben tbe anniversary of your rescue came 
round, no day in tbe year would bring witb it 
sucb tbougbts and feelings. Evermore tbis would 
be tbe impression upon your mind : A man died 
for me. To tbe grave of tbe ocean be voluntarily 
and deliberately went down, and saved me from 
deatb and bell. 

How would it be if otbers witb you were saved 
by tbis man ? Would tbat lessen your love and 
sense of obligation ? Let us consider wbetber it 
would be so. 

Tbe boat, containing yourself and tbe wbole of 
tlie crew, we will now suppose, was accidentally 
left fastened to tbe wreck. The end of tbe rope, 
wbicb is in tbe boat, cannot by any means be 
severed ; tbe wreck is settling, and will soon go 
down, carrying w'itb it all your company ; tbey 
see tbat tbe end of tbe rope attached to tbe wreck 
can be cast off, but cannot be reached by tbe arm 
alone ; some one must lift an instrument and 
push it off; the wind is blowing a gale, from the 
wreck ; you have no oars, and tbe man who sbould 
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push the rope from its fastening into the water 
must give up all expectation of returning to the 
boat, and will see it drift away, leaving him to 
die. Could he grasp the rope as it falls, he would 
be saved; but this is impossible. Time is wasting; 
the wreck gives signs of sinking, when one of the 
company says, I will give my life for you all. He 
refuses the proposal to cast lots, — he cannot be 
restrained ; and then, with an unutterable struggle 
of feeling on your part, you let him make the 
sacrifice. As he shakes hands with you severally, 
and that word. Farewell, comes from you each in 
turn and all together, confused with loud weeping, 
do you think that this mean thought would rise 
in your mind : After all, I am indebted to him 
only my propoitional share with the rest ? No ; 
if you had the heart of a human being, you would 
embrace him, saying, O my brother, will you die 
for me? The work is done, and as you drift 
away from him, leaving him on his coffin of a, 
wreck, waving with his hand his farewell, and you 
finally see him engulphed and disappear, say, 
would you be willing to give up any part of your 
obligation, that it might be borne by another? 
Your constant declaration would be. He died for 
fne. 

All that has now been imagined, has, in sub- 
stance, but in an infinitely higher sense, been 
done for each of us. 

Many think of Christ, and of their obligations 
to him, as they do, for example, of the services 
rendered by the patriots of their country tA ^<^ 
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whole people, but do not think of him as bestow- 
ing favour on them in particular, or expressly for 
each of them. This is erroneous, for it is the 
excellent glory and praise of Christ as a Saviour, 
that he is to every individual all which he can be 
to the race, and that every one can with as perfect 
truth appropriate his whole redeeming work, his 
birth, his sufferings, his death, his intercession, 
as though he alone were to be saved by Christ. 

We admit that he died for all. " Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world." These words, not to quote others like 
them, teach us that one human being is at least 
as much included in the benefits intended by the 
Saviour's death as another. God is no less the 
creator of each of us, in being the parent of the 
whole human family. 

But the death of Christ is indispensably neces- 
sary for our individual salvation. Repentance is 
a personal thing, so is faith ; and the Saviour 
with his whole atoning work is as necessary to 
save one soul as the souls of a race. For the 
same principle of Divine government would be 
violated in saving one soul without an atonement, 
as in saving all ; and the converse is true, to 
save one soul involves the whole great principle 
of atonement. Were any one of us the only sinner 
of the race, to save him without a sacrifice for sin 
would as truly violate the rule of justice as to 
save a world. A case at law involving a very 
small sum, may call up the fundamental questions 
of jurisprudence. 
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Christ himself, it may he noticed, very fre- 
quently speaks in the singular numher when he 
refers to the salvation of men. ** Him that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast out." " A.nd I will 
raise him up at the last day." " Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come in unto him and 
sup with him, and he with me." " If a man love 
me, he will keep my words ; and my Father will 
love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode mth him." This regard for the indi- 
vidual is strikingly shown when the seventy re- 
turned with joy, and said that even the devils 
were subject unto them in the Saviour's name. 
The Saviour entered into their feelings : " I be- 
held Satan fall as lightning from heaven.*' He 
proceeded to give them further dominion over the 
powers of evil. But he concludes by sayuig, 
** Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the 
spirits are subject unto you, but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven." 
Neither associated privileges and honours, nor 
official greatness and success, he seems to say, 
are to be compared with the relation of the indi- 
vidual soul to God. 

Repentance and faith are strictly personal. 
Moreover, each soul needs the whole of Christ 
and his sacrifice as the ground of justification. 
Had Christ died for one lost soul, he would not 
be its Saviour in any other degree than he must 
now be to each of us if we are saved. If justified 
at the bar of God, it will be bec&u&^ \^» ^«s^^ "^"^ 
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demanded on behalf of each, " Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died." 

Indeed, Christ bestows his benefits as a personal 
Saviour and Friend. When a man sees himself 
to be a sinner, and the bitter cry is wrung from 
him, ** Have mercy upon me, O God ! " when he 
sees that he ought to be punished, and wonders 
at Divine forbearance, it is not enough for him 
that Christ died for men in general ; he seeks a 
personal interest in Christ, and his effort is to 
persuade himself that this can be attained. Per* 
haps there is no such joy and satisfaction known 
to the human breast as this confidence, Christ is 
my Saviour, making us say with Thomas, " My 
Lord and my God." In the extremity of life, there 
is a face of a friend, a hand, which Uie dying man 
cannot spare a moment from his side. We need, 
then, the most intimate personal love and kind- 
ness. Thus the dying think of Christ and of their 
personal relation to him, however they may have 
slighted and forgotten him in life and health. 
It was so with Voltaire, and Hume, and Paine, 
who each made personal address to Christ in the 
agony of dying. The whole may be summed up 
in these most encouraging words of Jesus, ** And 
this is the will of him that sent me, that every 
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life ; and I will raise him 
up at the last day." If on that day an angel 
should challenge our personal right of admission 
to heaven, we should rest it on this — -Christ died 
for me, in ewerv sense in which he died for tl^« 
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world, and is as truly my Redeemer tlirough faith 
in him as he is the Saviour of the world. 

Come, then, my soul, if this be true, and if the 
persuasion is taking possession of you that you 
have in Christ a personal Saviour, who as truly 
died for you as though you were the only object of 
his death ; come, and let us look upon him as he 
lays down his life for you. If he died for you, all 
which was necessary to accomplish his death was 
for you. He is coming out of the gate of Jeru- 
salem, bearing a burden on his shoulder ; it has 
the form of a cross, it is a gibbet, it is his dying 
bed. He cannot lift and bear it any longer ; his 
strength is gone ; they change it to the shoulder 
of another man. The cross is extended on the 
earth ; his form is stretched upon it ; I hear the 
blow of the hammer as each hand and the feet are 
nailed to the wood : this is for me. They have 
lifted up the Son of Man for me. Behold, they 
mock him, and in many ways insult him, and he 
bears it patiently for me. It were enough to die 
in a peaceful chamber ; the king of terrors is ter- 
rible enough in the quiet room with sympathising 
friends about the bed. What a dying bed is the 
cross, with fiends about it in human shape ! all 
this was for me. The sun grows dark, the earth 
quakes, the rocks rend, the graves open, the dead 
arise, the vail of the distant temple is rent in 
sunder without hands, and, " It is finished," — 
my redemption. 

*' And was the ransom paid ? It was ; and paid, 
(What can exalt its bounty more \\ — ^^iax ^^6.-'' 
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As though I had taken a lamh from my flock and 
offered it in sacrifice for my sins, so has Jesus 
died for me. For this he came from heaven ; 
for this he was God manifest in the flesh ; for 
this he expired to save me. The last thing which 
men will do, or can do for another, Jesus has done 
for me ; and now, if not deceived, I am going to 
heaven to claim, that for no one, nor for the world 
did Jesus die more truly than for me. Ye multi- 
tude which no man can numher, I hear your great 
anthem ; praise him as you will ; I am coming, 
a chief sinner, yet ohscure, and less than the least 
of saints, to take your mighty praise, ofler it to 
Christ, and tell him that you have not expressed 
one-half of my obligations to him, and that his 
love to me ** can ne'er be told." I will take Abel's 
hymn of praise, the first ascription to redeeming 
love in heaven, and with all its accumulated 
strength of love and joy, I will offer it merely as 
the pitch of my song, and tell my Saviour, as I 
fail and faint beneath the praise, that *' His love 
can ne'er be told." Does a distant new world, 
ages hence, desire to see a redeemed sinner, an 
object of the Saviour's love, one who owes as 
much as any other to that love-? Here am I ; 
send me. At a period so remote that figures 
convey no intelligible idea of it, is it asked, whe- 
ther it be true, as frequently expressed on earth, 
that the redemption of one immortal soul, taking 
into view its boundless capacity of joy and suffer- 
ing, were itself enough to warrant all that Christ 
did and suffered? Every one who reads these 
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lines would then be as eligible as any other to be 
offered in proof of this stupendous truth. 

The personal relation and obligation of each 
soul to Christ, when fully admitted, has great 
power to give individuality and strength of cha- 
racter to piety, which loses much when we lose 
ourselves in the great multitude. Moreover, in- 
stead of making us exclusive or solitary in our 
religious feelings, it is sure to expand our love 
for all men, when one feels how Christ has loved 
him and died for him, and then that every other 
human being is as truly the object of the Saviour's 
su£ferings and death as he. Toward every one for 
whom Christ has done all which he has done for 
him, a Christian feels, at times, great love and 
desire, and has no rest till every one knows and 
feels the love which Christ has for him. 

When, theriefore, the bread is given into my 
hand, and it is said. Take, eat ; this is my body 
which is broken for you, and, with like assurance, 
the cup is placed at my lips, let no thought of 
those around me, nor of the world at large, divide 
the sufiferings of Christ between them and me, 
but let me cleave to this truth, that he is my per- 
sonal Saviour. Let me hold converse with him 
in this persuasion; have covenant transactions 
with him, and regard him as though he were a 
private benefactor, who, having sacrificed himself 
for me, had been restored to life. What in- 
separable imion would I feel to a fellow-being 
in such circumstances ! Then, what a foundation 
there is for love and attachment between, \xvfe «sjA. 
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Christ, greater already on his part than it can 
ever be on mine, and drawing me to constant 
communion and perfect consecration. 

The simple object of the Supper is, Remem- 
brance of him, promoted by symbols of his death. 
I go there to meet him, and to speak with him of 
his decease which he accomplished at Jerusalem. 
I shall not hear his voice, nor see his shape, nor 
do I expect impressions to be made on my mind 
of his sensible presence; yet there will not be a 
word in my tongue, nor a thought in my heart, 
"but lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether." 
Believing him to be at my side, I shall tell him 
everything which interests me, ask counsel, lay 
in his hands all that concerns me for the time to 
come, and, without seeking a response from him, 
feel that he has heard, that he fully understands, 
and will consider it, and in his own time and 
manner will do for me all that I need. I will 
recount to him my sins, all the circumstances of 
them, all their aggravations, and feel it a relief 
that when my heart condemns me, he is greater 
than my heart and knoweth all things. I will be 
sure to speak to him of his mercies, the peculiar 
features of each blessing, how considerate, how 
forbearing, how delicate, how generous, how touch- 
ing, how perfectly suited to my wishes. Anti- 
cipating events of deep importance, I will say. If 
thy presence go not with me, carry me not up 
hence. No response, did I say, is to be looked 
for ? As I sit and speak to him and weep at his 
side, there comes a gift, and this message from 
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him : " This is my hody which is broken for you ; 
this cup is the New Testament in my blood which 
is shed for you." I ask no more. Let him say 
no more, for how shall he not, with this, also 
freely give me all things ? 

If you, reader, are one who leaves the Saviour 
and his table behind you, know that Christ did 
not suffer for another more than he did for yQu. 
As you go home, he will walk by your side ; as 
you sit and think of the scene which you have 
left behind, he will sit with you ; and if you choose 
to be forgetfiU* and use means to banish serious 
thoughts from your mind, still remember that 
there is no one at that table who has more right 
there than you have, no one for whom Christ died 
more than for you, and there is no one who has 
been or can be more welcome. Wherever you go, 
Christ died for you. Whatever you do, Chnst 
died for you. If you are saved, Christ died for 
you. If you are lost, Christ died for you. How 
long will you turn away from that table which 
infinite love has spread for no human being more 
truly than for you ? 
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II. 



ONE SACRIFICE FOR SINS. 

** BUT THIS MAN AFTEK HE HAD OFFERED ONE SACRIFICB 
FOR SINS, FOREVER SAT DOWN ON THE RIGHT HAND 
OF GOD." 

It was ordained from the beginning that life must 
be paid for sin. This was the reason for ap- 
pointing the blood of victims as the emblem of 
atonement. While there is no value in the blood 
of animals, as there is in their skins and flesh, 
the Scripture says, that the life is in the blood, and 
the appointment of blood, therefore, to make atone- 
ment, signified that life must be paid for sin. 

It would have seemed that men would have sinned 
but seldom, knowing what they must do to atone 
for it. Having trespassed against God, and being 
penitent on account of it, something yet remains 
for the sinner to do. He goes to his flock, and 
takes a lamb or goat, or to his herds, and selects 
a young bullock, binds him, and brings him to 
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the priest. As he passes along, the soul of the 
sinner is melted within him. This animal, he 
says, is not to die in order to feed me and mine ;' 
its innocent head is to hear my sin ; the knife will 
demand its hlood hecause I have done wrong. A 
creature ahout to he sacrificed must have excited 
strong emotions in one who, for his own sin, was 
leading the innocent victim to he put to death. 
The victim was required to he the hest of its 
kind, without hlemish, and was therefore in itself 
an interesting ohject. Its fear, its struggles, its 
hlood, its moan, its eye fixed in death, one might 
suppose, would prevent the repetition of a sin, 
and restrain from other transgressions; for the 
thought, " If I sin, one must die for me, a life must 
go for my life," would have the effect, if anything 
could do it, to keep one hack from presumptuous 
sins. Anything hut sin could he prevented hy 
such considerations, and anything hut the heart 
which is desperately wicked would yield to such a 
motive. 

In addition to special and private sacrifices for 
sins, there was a yearly day of atonement, when 
the high-priest,^ with imposingiceremonies, entered 
alone into the holy of holies, not without blood, 
which he offered for himself and for the errors of 
the people. Thus for four thousand years the 
animal tribes, by their appointed representatives, 
paid for man the forfeiture of his life by their 
own. For thousands of years the priests of God 
stood daily offering the same sacrifices, with their 
impressive ordinances of the scape goat^ thelv^vck% 
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bird dipped in its fellow's blood and set free, the 
running brook, the ashes of an heifer, and the 
sprinkling of the book of the law with blood, all 
holding forth the same truths, ** The wages of sin 
is death ; " and, ** Without shedding of blood, is 
no remission." 

But we are told that there is no inherent value 
or efficacy in the death of a bullock, or lamb, or 
bird, to atone for sin. Expressly does the Script 
ture assert this : " It is impossible that the blood 
of bulls and of goats should take away sin." 
What satisfaction, or recompense, for the moral 
turpitude of stealing, or lying, or uncleanness, 
could it be to o£fer up an animal to death ? Does 
the price of a bullock express the amount of guilt 
in any sin ? Or, if sin, as we are taught, makes 
the sinner deserving of eternal death, is the life 
of an animal any proper substitution for the death 
of the soul ? 

. Nothing is more clearly, and in a more forcible 
and impressive manner, revealed in Scripture than 
this : The sufferings and death of Christ, pre- 
figured by ancient sacrifices, are an atonement 
for sin. Those sacrifices, we are informed, meant 
Christ, they pointed to Christ. A question is 
frequently raised here. Whether the people had 
any proper knowledge of Christ, or so much as a 
distinct reference to him and his sufferings, in 
their sacrifices? The beUef that they had no 
such reference, prevents some from viewing the 
ancient sacrifices as types of Christ, oi; the suf- 
ferings and death of Christ as having any real 
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connexion with them ; and the comparison of 
them to those sacrifices is taken as allegorical^ 

There is an illustration of the truth on this 
point, which, if properly guarded, and understood 
with limitations, will help us to resolve this dif- 
ficulty. The objection is, that the mass of the 
people probably had no proper knowledge of 
Christ, nor any distinct reference to him, in their 
sacrifices for sin. For the sake of the argument* 
we will at present admit this to have been so. 

The paper of a bank-note is not worth a six- 
pence, tliough it is engraved, and signed by the 
proper authorities. In itself, that paper, offered 
in place of money, on the ground of intrinsic 
value in the paper, would be absurd. But there 
is an agreed value conferred on that paper, and 
established by law, so that the thing which in 
itself, we may say, is worthless, may, by appoint- 
ment of law, be worth the real coin which it 
represents. 

And now let it be considered how few of those 
into whose hands that paper passes understand, 
while fewer still recall to mind, the idea of paper 
currency as a legal representative of specie. Give 
it to a child, a labourer, perhaps, we may say — to 
any one whom you may happen to meet, and while 
not one in a thousand would oonsider that it has 
no intrinsic value, but is only a representative of 
the precious metals, not one in ten thousand of 
those who do know it would, at the moment of 
using the note, refer in his thoughts to this specie 
basis. Still it would be wholly wroti^ ta 'sss^ ^^ 



18 THE SLIGHTED INVITATION. 

any commanity, that the idea of a metallic basis to 
its circulating medium is not understood, is uot 
believed ; for the doctrine is established, is known 
and acted upon, and the presence of this paper is 
evidence of it, though the popular mind does not 
recognise it in its current acts. So that we may 
without difficulty believe that the use of sacrifices 
answered every purpose as an atonement for sin, 
even if the people did not generally refer in their 
thoughts to that great appointment of God which 
gave them their acceptance. Illustrations occur 
on every hand of acts indispensable to comfort 
and life which are unaccompanied by a proper 
knowledge of the reasons for tiiem. For example, 
not one in a hundred who use a pump knows any- 
thing of the valves in it, much less thinks of the 
lower box, which he never feels nor sees, and 
of whose operation there is to him no evidence 
whatever. 

But there is a passage in that wonderful book, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, which places it be- 
yond doubt that the people understood the in- 
complete and prophetic nature of their sacrifices : 
** The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way 
into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, 
while as the first tabernacle was yet standing, 
which was a figure .for the time then present,— 
that could not make him that did the service per- 
fect as pertaining to the conscience ; which stood 
only in carnal ordinances, imposed on them 
until the time of ref(»rmation." Here we see 
that the *' conscience " of a sinner felt the need 
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of something, beyond bis victim to atone for bis 
sin. 

The doctrine of a suffering Messiah was known 
in those days. Christ said to the Jews, " Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; and be 
saw it and was glad." Moreover, we read, ** And 
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify 
the heathen by faith, preached before the Gospel 
unto Abraham." Christ and his Gospel were 
therefore known to Abraham, and by tradition 
such important knowledge was, of course, pre- 
served from age to age. But still it iis true that, 
in accordance with the divine plan of progressive 
revelation, the doctrine of Christ's righteousness 
and of salvation by his death, '* was not made 
known luito the sons of men as it was revealed 
unto his holy apostles*and prophets by the Spirit ; " 
but sacrifices for sins were appointed and used as 
the acceptable way of approach to God. Worth- 
less in themselves, whoUy inadequate to atone for 
guilt, they were agreed upon to represent the in- 
§uite sacrifice which once, in the end of the world, 
Christ was to make, when he should put away sin 
by the offering up of himself. The ancient wor- 
shipper, who came to make atonement for his sin, 
was warranted in relying on the blood of his slain 
bullock, or goat, for the pardon of his sin, as we 
are in relying upon a thing which has no substan- 
tive value, yet is agreed upon as an equivalent. 

But the time came when all these oblations 
were to pass away, and we. hear One in the great- 
ness of his strength proclaim, " SaGtifisA «sA- 
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offeriDg, and bumt-o£Perings and offering for sin, 
thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein ; 
which are offered by the law. Then said he, Lo, 
I come to do thy will, O God. By the which 
will we are sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all." 

He, by his sufferings and death, did that which 
all the beasts and the altars professed to do, but 
which, without his appointed sacrifice, would have 
been impossible. 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
labours with the closest logic and with singular 
power to show, not that Christ was a king, nor a 
prophet, both of which he is elsewhere proved to 
be, but a high-priest. Now a high-priest, as his 
readers well knew, had, for his specific duty, 
which distinguished his ofiBte from that of other 
men, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sin. Observe 
his statement and reasoning : '* We have such an 
high-priest, who is set on the right hand of the 
throne of the majesty in the heavens. For every 
high-priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices ; 
wherefore it is of necessity that this man have 
somewhat also to offer." This, we all feel, is 
sound reasoning, and the question naturally 
arises. What offering had he? The answer is, 
he " needeth not daily, as those high-priests, td 
offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the people's ; for this he did once, when he 
offered up himself." ** Neither by the blood of 
goats and calves, but by his own blood, he entered 
in once into the holy place, having obtained eter* 
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nal redemption for us." ** He is the Mediator of 
the New Testament— ^ by means of death for the 
redemption of the transgressions that were under 
the first testament," thus giving sanction and 
efficacy to all the ancient sacrifices. It was not 
necessary that he should *' offer himself often, as 
the high-priest entered into the holy place every 
year with blood of others, for then must he often 
have suffered since the foundation of the world ; 
but now once, in the end of the world, hath he 
appeared, to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself." "So Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many." 

What has become of all those high-priests and 
altars, bullocks and rams, the scape-goat and ashes 
of an heifer, the bird dipped in his fellow's blood 
and set free? Have we no sins ? Has the world 
become perfect? Or, has the character of God 
changed ? Does he forgive sins now without any 
reference to sacrifice of any kind ? Is Christ as 
a teacher, the fulfilment of all those offerings for 
sin? 

In words as plain as possible, Jesus Christ is 
declared to be a substitute for all those offerings 
for sin by the offering up of himself to suffer and 
die. In order to this, he says, ** A body hast thou 
prepared me." His forerunner announces him to 
the world, but by what name? "Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world." The prophets dwell upon his sufferings 
and death, and he himself, expounding their pro- 
phecies after his redemption, said,." Ought tL<\t 
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Cbrist to suffer these things, and to enter into Ids 
glory ?" So we are told that ** this man when he 
had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down 
on the right hand of the majesty on high." 

He who was in the beginning, the Word, who 
" was with God and was God, the same was in the 
beginning with God," became flesh, and suffered 
and died, his divine nature giving worth and effi- 
cacy to his sufferings and death, which were ap- 
pointed to do that which his representatives, the 
ancient sacrifices, professed to do in his stead, 
until he should come, that is, to atone for sin. 

We must endeavour to mi^e this real and dear 
to our minds, that he who was laid in the manger, 
and suffered on the cross, and slept in the tomb, 
and ascended to heaven, is, to the whole race of 
man, and to every individual of the race, that 
which the ancient sacrifices were to the people 
who offered them ; that he takes the place and 
fulfils the meaning of the lamb on the day of 
atonement, the goat and the scape-goat, the one 
bleeding, and the other bearing away the sins of 
the people, the bird whose blood was shed upon 
his fellow, setting him free. Reading the Psalms 
and Prophets, and the New Testament, with this 
in view, their phraseology is not only intelligible, 
but comes with overwhelming force, and there is 
no way to evade it but either to turn it all into 
allegory, or to reject it and the book that contains 
it as contrary to reason. To make it an allegory 
is to receive the ancient sacrifices as the substan- 
tial verities, and to regard Christ and his work as 
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merely compared with them in figurative forms of 
speech, to catch the attention and please the fancy 
of Jews. Christ is no such secondary object. He 
is the building and they the scaffolding ; Christ 
is not their shadow ; they were a shadow thrown 
from him, four thousand years previous to his 
coming ; and, as a shadow, they of course, gave a 
proper idea of him and his office. Had he been 
coming merely as a teacher, or as an example, or 
as a messenger to declare the mind of God more 
perfectly, the shadow which he threw before him 
was surely most unapt, for the impression made 
by those rites was, God requires propitiatory sa* 
orifice for sin ; God cannot be approached by a 
sinner except by mediators, offering life to expiate 
guilt. That Jesus Christ himself by his life and 
death enforced these truths as the principal ob- 
ject of his coming into the world, is obvious from 
the impression which the whole world of readers, 
with so few exceptions, have received. To set it 
aside as contrary to our idea of what is suitable 
and proper, is surely to claim a province for hu- 
man reason between which and the assumption of 
divine authority, there hardly remains so much as 
a single step. Whether sin is an evil, and how 
great an evil, whether it can be forgiven, and in 
what way, and on what conditions, are questions 
which God himself must answer; and being an* 
swered, our province is to judge of the evidence 
that they are answered, but not to question their 
propriety. As to the divinely-appointed method 
of forgiving sin, we can no more ^vt \si''^^'^siKe&. 
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Upon it, than we could olgect to the difiereni 
number of moons in the firmaments of different 
planets. 

Great violence is done to language, and to the 
general tenor of Scripture, and to our moral facul- 
ties, by converting plain and literal representa- 
tions of the Saviour*s atoning sufferings and death 
into metaphor, as the hot sands of a desert change 
rain into mirage. A principle of interpretation is 
then adopted which makes it easy to break the 
force, or turn the point, of every revealed truth, 
and its moral influence over our minds is at once 
overturned. Happy they who are kept, or have 
been recovered, from such a state of mind, and 
who receive the language of heavenly worship, for 
example, in its literal sense, vdth all its rapture of 
gratitude and love : " Thou art worthy, for thou 
wast slain and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred and tongue and people 
and nation." 

Let us look with a glance at the hundreds of 
millions of Europe, Asia, AMca, America, and 
Oceanica, and think, that not one of these can 
reach heaven except as a debtor to His sufferings 
and death, who is said to have been '* slain from 
the foimdation of the world.*' 

The redeemed who were seen in vision to be a 
multitude which no man can number, are each of 
them in heaven through his blood. To eveiy one 
of us, this Lamb of God stands in the relation of 
a sacrifice for sins, his Passover lamb, his substi- 
tute, by sufferings and death, as the victim of 
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divine justice, the ground of his plea for pardon, 
the reason why God can forgive him, his ransom, 
his Redeemer, the propitiation for his sins. 

Is there a heing who stands in such a relatio^i 
as this to me ? is there one whose office, whose 
name is, Lamh of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world ? is he, to me alone, all and every- 
thing which he is to the whole world? If so, 
nothing concerns me so much as to understand it. 
What does it mean ? What does it imply ? 

On my way to the house of God, a great com- 
pany of my friends, my host friends, intelligent, 
soher-minded men, come with haste and earnest- 
ness around me, and fill me with astonishment 
and wonder at their coming. What has happened ? 
Do you know, they say, what we have heen doing 
in your hehalf ? There is a company of men seek- 
ing your life ; we have succeeded in giving bonds 
for you, and you are for the present at liberty. 
What have I done ? These friends are not be- 
side themselves. What is my offence ? How am 
I in danger? 

Suppose that I had lived two thousand years 
ago, in JudsBa. I am met in the same way by a 
company of esteemed men. We have been, they 
say, to the high-priest on your behalf, each with -a 
bullock, or ram, or lamb ; a hundred victims have 
bled to expiate your sin. What sin ? But the 
character of these friends places it beyond a doubt 
that' they, at least, believe me to be involved in 
some terrible guilt and danger. 

There is one on the throne of IveiW^ecL, Q^^V 
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to abstain from that, which here appears to be of 
such moment. Henceforth, Christ and his sacri- 
fice for sins must be the great consideration with 
me, moving me to view myself as God has viewed 
me, as a sinner to an extent and with liabilities 
which God has estimated as needing such a work 
as that of Christ to atone for them ; as a debtor 
to infinite love ; as not my own, but bought with a 
price ; as imder obligations to persuade each fel- 
low-creature of his danger and of his remedy, the 
same in every respect as mine. 

Let him who complains that he has never been 
able to view himself as a sinner in any proper de- 
gree, begin with this truth, that Christ " bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree," that " God hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all," that " we shall 
be saved from wrath through him ;" let him dwell 
upon this truth till he sees his danger, and his 
refuge too. It is best to begin with Christ in 
every endeavour to afiect our minds upon any re- 
ligious subject, nor can one who believes the Scrip- 
ture in its representations concemiug Christ and 
him crucified, and truly desires to know what is 
implied in his death for sin, fail to obtain a proper 
knowledge of himself, and of the way to be saved. 

Perhaps we are conscious of sin, and are per- 
suaded that our condemnation is just. 

Let us suppose, then, that one should see a 
great inclosure filled with animals, as far as the 
eye can reach, and while he surveys them, the air 
over his head is darkened by an immense flight of 
birds, prolonged for many hours^ and he is told^ 
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All these God has appointed and 'provided as i 
sacrifice for your sins ; justice requires a subeti 
tute for your punishment, and is satisfied upoi 
your repentance, and acceptance of this sacrifice 
with this substitution. 

More, infinitely more than this, God has done 
for me. If the fdtars of the world for four thou- 
sand years had burned for me, with their countless 
victims, the sacrifice which has been made for mj 
soul exceeds them. There is a striking omission 
of all epithets, as though even inspired language 
had none adequate to the occasion, when it is said, 
" Ye are bought with a price." If Christ died foi 
me, there is no reason why I may not be forgiven. 
If the whole world should, in the same hour, ask 
for pardon through his death, his death is an atone- 
ment sufficient for all the world. Surely, then, 
** he is able to save them to the uttermost who 
come unto God by him.** 

Such are the truths, and such the wondrous 
things implied, when we show forth the Lord^s 
death. The celebration of the Lord's Supper, 
therefore, is a solemnity which has no parallel, 
and never had one, and, in this world, it never can 
be equalled. With every successive approach to 
it, we will endeavour to enter more fully into the 
meaning of it, and, in order to this, live more 
habitually, during the intervals of our communion 
seasons, under l£e influence of this stupendous 
sacrifice for sins. 

** As oft as ye do eat this bread and drink this 
cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.*' 
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Such is the employment of that company of Chris- 
tians to be gathered to-day around ihe Lord*s 
Table ; — they show the Lord's death, the greatest 
event, and, to each of us, the most important 
event, and in its influence upon the whole race of 
man, an event involving the greatest consequences, 
of anything which, to our knowledge, has ever 
transpired. It is a great thing to have a place at 
that table, to be a participator in that transaction, 
being personally concerned in the benefits which 
flow from that one sacrifice which is there set 
forth. 

We, as it were, show the Lord's death to divine 
justice, as the ground of our justification. 

We show it to ourselves as the all-sufficient 
reason why we may look for pardon ; as the me- 
morial of infinite love for our souls, and as the 
constraining motive to live not unto ourselves. 

We show it to the congregation who assemble 
with us ; we cause that table to be spread, we 
appoint due solemnities in our approach to it, we 
separate ourselves to receive the ordinance, and 
thus we perpetually remind the world around us 
of the one sacrifice for them and for us. There 
is no transaction in which men are statedly en- 
gaged, which will hereafter seem to us, as we look 
back to earth, more important and more solemn 
than the ordinance which commemorated the 
sacrifice for sins. 

The Communion Sabbath may properly remind 
us of the day of atonement, when the high-priest 



80 THE SLIGHTED INVITATION. 

entered alone once a-year into the holy of holies, 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 
Though we offer up no sacrifice, we commemorate 
the sacrifice of Christ for the world, and we call 
attention to it. There is a high-priest appear* 
ing with a sacrifice for each of us, and he him- 
self has appointed the Supper to remind us of it. 
We cannot with safety, nor can we innocently, 
he indifferent to this appointment; nor, if we 
have a proper sense of our most affecting ohliga- 
tions, can we fail to attend upon this ordinance 
with self-examination, with grateful love, and with 
practical application of the truths involved in it 
to our characters and lives. 

But, in a passage which has now heen fre- 
quently quoted, in this connexion, there occurs a 
word which calls forth the questioil. Is it possihle 
that one who stands in such a relation as we have 
now considered to this great High-Priest, can he 
at present, or can hereafter he regarded and 
treated, as his enemy? An Israelite, we may 
suppose, would feel nothing hut reverential love 
toward his high-priest making intercession for 
him, though merely with the blood of others. 
How must it have been had the high-priest gone 
within the vail to die for him ? Had one been 
an enemy to him, could he have remained an 
enemy ? ** But this man, when he had offered 
one sacri6ce for sin, for ever sat down on the 
right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till 
his enemies be made his footstool.*' Can our Great 
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High-Priest, our atoning Saviour and Friend, 
have, among those for whom he died and inter- 
cedes, one who does not love him, one who is 
indifferent to him, and even an enemy ? From 
the passage just quoted, we learn that he can. 
"Lord, is it I?" 



33 THB BLIOHTED IKVITATIOM. 



.It 

..■♦ 

• ! r 



.1 

1 



III. 



HE SHOWED THEM HIS HANDS AND £ 

FEET. 



" AND WHEN BE HAD THUS SPOKEN, HE SHOWED T 
" I HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET.'' 

They stood about him, half persuaded, yet i 
dering and believing not for joy. The r 
Saviour was surrounded in that upper room i 
his few timid disciples, kindly seeking to persi 
them that it is He who was crucified and bui 
He stretched forth his hands ; the prints of i 
driven through them were there. Those ht 
are like those which they had so often seen ; 1 
certainly have been nailed to a cross, and v 
other crucified person can it be but Jesus ? 
loose, upper garment plainly disclosed his I 
he bends as he stands, and directs atteutioi 
them. See that half-circle of astonished mei 
one or more of them holding candles as the;) 
gaze at those feet> while the eye of the com 
sionate friend passes over each countena 
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watching the contest of faith and fear. Those 
hands and feet seemed to have gained the first 
victory, though unfinished, over their unhelief. 

He was not an incorporeal spirit, hut his hodj 
rose from the tomh. " He showed himself alive 
after his passion, hj many infallible proofs." He 
expressly denied tJiat he was a spirit : *' Handle 
me, and see ; for a spirit hath not fiesh and bones 
as ye see me have." " And he said unto them. 
Have ye here any meat ? And they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish and of an honey-comb. And 
he took it and did eat before them\'* After his 
resurrection from the dead, he was still, as before, 
God manifest in the fiesh, and as such, we are 
expressly told, " was received up into glory." 
Thus, to the very moment of ascension, he had 
the same body as during his sojourn on earth, 
though its miraculous appearing and vanishing 
after his resurrection, lead some to think that his 
body, had become essentially changed. It is pre- 
ferable to think that, for good reasons, he forbore 
to use that miraculous power frequently until after 
his resurrection, though he evidently used it at 
Nazareth, when they sought to cast him from the 
brow of the hill. His body had undergone no 
change in the grave ; it merely came to life again, 
like tide body of Lazarus, and like the bodies of 
the saints which arose at the crucifixion. During 
the ascension, the body of Christ was glorified, 
and his body became of a spiritual nature. But 
we know nothing of the chemistry of heaven, any 
more than of its mathematics. '* He whom God 
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raised 6aw no corruption." A Btriking phrase, 
describing the instantaneous change which living 
saints will experience at the resurrection of the 
dead, helps our fakh with regard to the ascending 
body of our Lord : '* we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump." And we are 
expressly told that it was an exercise of omnipo- 
tence by which Christ rose and ascended, — " ac- 
cording to the working of his mighty power which 
he wrought in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
the heavenly places.'* 

He is gone into heaven, with no change hat 
that which we shall have who sleep in Jesus, and 
the living saints who tarry till he come. Such is 
the testimony of those two men in white apparel : 
** Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? Tliis same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven." ** When he 
shall appear, we shall see him as he is." We read 
that he looks like " a lamb as it had been slain." 
In his glorified body, then, it is supposed there 
will be for ever something plainly visible to re- 
mind the beholder of the woimds in his hands 
and feet and side ; they are his glory and joy ; 
remembrancers to him, and to his people, and to 
the universe, of the cross where he was made a 
ransom for many. Let us think of him as having 
a true body as well as a reasonable soul, and not 
only made like unto his brethren, but coming to 
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** change our vile body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby he is able even to subdue all things 
unto himself." Now if we are to be " like him," 
" as he is," it is well to have just and vivid con- 
ceptions and thoughts of him, so fiEu: as Scripture 
leads us. What thoughts arise, therefore, as we 
look upon his hands and feet ? 

Those hands made, sustain, and govern all 
things. It is good if we are able unhesitatingly 
to say things of Christ which are true of only one 
of his natures, as though they belonged, as they 
surely do, to the inseparable oneness of his person. 
There is a singularly beautiful intermingling of 
divine and human things pertaining to Christ in 
the first four verses of the Epistle to the Hebrews ; 
** heir of all things," — "made the worlds," — 
" brightness of his glory, express image of his 
person," — " upholding dl things by the word of 
his power," — " purged our sins," — ** made -better 
than the angels," — "obtained a more excellent 
name." It is most comforting to our hearts when 
we can speak of an almighty, omniscient, omni^ 
present, and in all respects divine Saviour, as a 
man, and not feel that it is inconsistent to do so. 
Happy are we if we can look at Christ in his 
manhood, and say of him, he " made the worlds ;" 
"by him were all things created; — and he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist." 
His hands and his feet are most intimately con- 
nected with the work of our redemption. 

He would not have had hands and feet but for 
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US, and therefore, being chief executive membere 
of the body, we may look upon them as characten 
which stand for the work of redemption. As, 
when Christ showed his disciples his bands and 
his feet, he gave them the strongest proofs that it 
was he ; so, if we will look upon them with faith 
and love, we shall receive strong impressions of 
Christ as a personal Saviour, " bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh." 

These hands and feet were once those of an 
infant. Immanuel, God with us, was once a young 
child. His mother many a time rested her fore- 
head upon his young head, as Eaphaers picture 
presents her to us, foil of unspeakable maternal 
thoughts and peace. My Saviour was once as 
young as my own child ; his hand wandered over 
his mother's cheek as one of his first expressions 
of infantile love. It is natural that parents should 
indulge such thoughts ; and let them do it with- 
out rebuke. We have heard of a father who, 
having buried his infant, carried for a long time 
after a little worsted shoe in his bosom ; nor did 
any one who may have listened to him as he ad- 
dressed the Senate of his countiy, or the bench 
of the Supreme Court, think less of him for 
knowing that the little thing was at that moment 
hanging near his heart. Some might call it weak- 
ness or childish, and smile at it, as we all smile 
at a mother's words to her infant, until, perhaps, 
the little thing is dead, and then the man becomes 
a woman, and the woman oftentimes instructs and 
comforts the man. It is unspeakably interesting 
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to think that my Redeemer was once a little child. 
The great Immanuel himself will never forget 
that those hands, which now uphold all things by 
the word of his power, once could not hold evea 
an olive-blossom, and that his feet, before which 
Gabriel casts his crowTi, followed by the crowns of 
heaven, once did not suppoit his own weight. 
His mother, as she worships at those feet, thinks 
how often she spanned them and pressed them 
with her warm, loving palm. " Holy child Jesus !" 
the Apostles still loved to call thee, when Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, and the Gentiles, and thd 
people of Israel, had gathered together against 
thee. We look on thy hands and feet now, and 
we are not afraid ; they were made for us, they 
were weak and helpless as ours were, as the handd 
and feet of our iiifants are, and as, in times of 
trouble, ours now are, and as in days of sicknesd 
ours will be. To those hands we commend our 
dying children, to those hands we intrust all that 
is tender and precious in our interests for this 
life. Nor will those feet lead us, or our dying 
friends, through scenes where they themselves 
have not gone before. 

But we must not linger here. Those hands 
and feet were soon, very soon about his Father's 
business. Those feet went about doing good. 
Never went they into any place where he could 
not ask his Father s blessing. Never do we see 
them following after vain persons, or vain and 
foolish things, nor hastening with an evil report, 
nor to do any mischief, nor did they refuse. to qfi 
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anywhere, and at any time, to do good. But 
though they walked over the tempestuous sea, 
and trod the storm underneath them, they has- 
tened to the bedside of the sick and dying, they 
stood amidst the miserable, while his hands fed 
them and lifted them up. They walked with 
Zaccheus; they went with weeping sisters to a 
brother's grave. They climbed the mountain, and 
withdrew into the solitary place, where he prayed. 
They took him to a garden, but it was named 
Gethsemane, and they failed him there, under 
the load of our guilt. Those feet, with weak, 
fainting, yet resolute steps, came out of Jerusalem 
while the hands were holding upon the shoulder a 
cross. What were those hands and feet doing in 
that hour ? Is it not enough to bear my sins in 
his own body on the tree, but will he bear the 
tree also ? He was willing to do that which his 
enemies themselves were at last unwilling to make 
him do, and therefore took the load from hitu* 
No wonder that the crowns of heaven are every 
one of them at his feet. It was his hands and 
feet by which he ** endured the cross." Those 
open palms, which had shed life and blessing 
everywhere, had each a nail driven through them ; 
and those feet, which went about doing good, were 
fastened among the feet of malefactors. How 
much was implied which was not spoken, when 
he stood among his disciples after he had risen, 
and showed them his hands and his feet. They 
were, and they are now, the most striking remem- 
brancers of his sufferings. 
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The history of our hands and feet will he a 
large part of die history of our lives. The Saviour 
having showed us his hands and his feet at his 
tahle, we will endeavour to carry with us some 
impressions with regard to our duty as we come 
away. 

We must follow his steps. We have a helpful 
directory to duty in this, that we may always 
ask, How would Christ decide and act in this 
case ? We may not go where we cannot suppose 
his footsteps might he, nor where we cannot 
take him with us, nor where we cannot implore, 
his hlessing. How many steps we shall have 
taken when we go to his tahle again ; how many 
places we shall visit, unknown and unsuspected 
now, hut they will he safe places if we hut set 
him hefore us. " In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths." Our feet 
will not carry us with had company, if we think 
of the feet of Christ ; nor to spread an evil report 
against our neighhour; nor to do any mischief; 
nor will they profane the Sahhath, nor refuse, for 
insufficient reasons, to visit the house of God and 
the prayer-meeting ; nor will they move in wanton 
dances, nor stand in the way of sinners. What 
errands of love and mercy they may perform ; how 
like the steps of angels they will be if we keep 
our eye on the feet of Christ ! Perhaps they will 
travel to far distant places, and stand on foreign 
soil. " He will not sufifer thy foot to he moved : 
he that keepeth thee will not slumber.** Our feet 
may hear us to the grave of one whom we love ; 
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it may be said of you as of bim : ** Tben cometh 
be to a place wbicb is called Getbsemane." Fore- 
runner ! we cannot follow tbee to sucb an expe- 
rience as tbat of tbe garden and tbe cross, bow- 
ever bitter and dreadful our sufferings may be. 
Sickness may disable us, and our feet be p]aced» 
as it were, in tbe stocks. Tbey cannot be nailed 
to tbe cross, and in all tbings we may be more 
tban conquerors tbrougb bim tbat loved us. If 
we walk at liberty in our daily business, we must 
consecrate all we do to bim wbo gives us tbe 
power to get wealtb. Some wbo go to bis table 
to-day will tread tbe patbs of learning. Perbaps 
some wbo read tbese words are tbis day to join 
tbe cburcb of Cbrist. Tbe bistory of tbose feet 
wbicb are tbus to tread tbe aisles of the sanctuary 
to-day, binding tbe sacrifice witb cords even to 
tbe boms of the altar, what a bistory it may be, 
and will be, if tbey but mark tbe footsteps of 
Christ ! It may be said of some of them by grate- 
ful nations, ** How beautiful upon the mountains 
ere the feet of bim that bringeth good tidings ; 
that publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 
of good, tbat publisheth salvation ; tbat sailb unto 
Zion, Thy God reignetb." No more will tbose feet 
go away from the table of Christ, Sabbath after 
Sabbath, but, " until he come," tbey are to bring 
you into the circle of his friends, to sit with him 
at bis table. Let your consecration be without 
finy reserve. Say, " Lord, not toy feet only,, but 
also mj bands and tcl^ head." 
And shall tbese bands, which iommtk C^imxl^ 



HE SHOWED THEM HIS HANDS AND HIS FEET. 41 

hands in this covenant to-day, have a history this 
coming month or months, inconsistent with such 
vows, such hlessings? These hands which take 
the body and blood of Christ, how holy they ought 
to be ! They shall not withhold anything from 
Christ which he requires of us, nor be shut against 
the needy ; they shall work no ill to a neighbour, 
keep back no just due ; they shall be diligent in 
business, as the hands of Christ must have been 
when he worked at his trade and dignified our 
labour ; they shall strike no passionate blow ; 
they shall use severity at proper times, sustained 
by divine authority ; they shall shed kindness and 
blessings on others; they shall write no letters 
which the eye of Christ might not be permitted 
to read ; they shall receive no gains on which we 
cannot ask lus blessing. May we be able, at the 
next communion season, to show Christ our hands 
and our feet with joy and peace, as he now shows 
us his. These hands may be full of prosperity in 
business ; they may give and receive the grasp of 
new friendships and love ; some of them may be 
given in marriage ; they may receive from God 
the richest blessing ever laid in them. All these 
things, be it remembered, will have been pur- 
chased for us by those hands which were nailed 
to the tree. And some of these hands, now 
united in love, may Be unclasped by death, be 
folded upon the bosom for the long sleep, and, as 
they brought nothing into the world, carry nothing 
out. But when the hand oi eajtXlt^s \w^ \^^s» ^5^ 
its hold, there is a hand tYiaV.Y«Vi\c\as^ ovixs^^^v^o. 
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will be far better. Therefore, while Christ to-day 
shows us his hands and his feet, let us show him 
ours, ** a living sacrifice, which is your reasonable 
service." 

There is a time approaching when, not by faith, 
but with our eyes, we shall together look upon 
those hands and feet. Those hands will separate 
many, one firom another. By one or the other of 
those hands each of us will be welcomed, or bidden 
to depart. Christ did not hang by one hand only, 
and that his right hand, upon the cross. That 
left hand was also nailed there ; and shall I see 
It consign me to my doom ? I must not, need 
not, shall not, if I now commit my soul to his 
hands. Otherwise, with its print of the nail, it 
will point me to my doom. 

Let each one who reads these words, and is not 
a communicant, give himself to Christ in sight of 
his table this day, remaining there as a spectator. 
If one should remain, it may lead others to doso« 
How we wait for one another in coming to Christ, 
but outrun others in getting the world. Let your 
feet lead you to a seat where you may witness the 
Lord's Supper, and while your hands seek per- 
haps to hide your feelings, you may have covenant 
transactions with Christ. Be a Christian to-day. 
By the wounded hands and feet of Christ, be not 
ashamed of him, but begin to love him and to 
confess him before men. When all enemies are 
under his feet, and his hands have divided our 
Jast rewards, you may remember this communion 
Sabbath, as the beginning oj commumoii mA i^- 
Jowship with Christ without end. 
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SALUTATIONS AT THE SEPULCHRE. 

** JESUS 8AITH UNTO HER, MART ! SHE TURNED HERSELF 
AND 8AITH UNTO HIM, RABBONI ! WHICH IS TO SAY, 



MASTER ! 



ft 



TfiEBE were, thus far, only two words spoken in 
this conversation, all the rest being the explana- 
tory words of the historian. The two words which 
were spoken, and which constituted the salutations 
at the sepulchre, were these : ** Mary ! " " Master ! " 
But what a dialogue ! The heart and tongue of 
John, were necessary fully to unfold the beauty 
and power of these words. 

They remind us of those household salutations 
which contain so much. The love bom and 
nourished at home finds some of its best utter- 
ances in sudden greetings. As you meet unex- 
pectedly at the doors, or upon the stairs, coming 
in, going out, or by the way, one word perhaps is 
uttered, the hallowed name oi i«A^iCt,\$^S3K^^'^^'^'^ 
child's name, the words oi 'mlexi^^x W^'visi^i5x\s^is 
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band or wife, yet synonymous with them, the half- 
playful brotherly or sisterly appellation, or the 
gush of love at the sight of the youngest bom. 
All that is blissful in human love sometimes finds 
expression in the simple, sudden utterance of one 
of these names. 

He who added to his divine nature a heart of 
exquisite mould, possessed, and could appreciate 
everything which enters into the nature of human 
love. He had first awakened the attention of 
this weeper at the sepulchre, and yet her thoughts 
were so enchained to that vacant spot where 
Jesus slept, that she did not turn herself at the 
question of sympathy. Woman, why weepest thou? 
which the supposed gardener was speaking to her. 
Then the charmed word was uttered, and awoke 
her from the spell which the grave had laid upon 
her sorrowful spirit. 

Who is this that calls her familiarly by name ? 
This is some other than the gardener. There is 
a tone of acquaintance and love in the utterance. 
•* Mary ! " who can express all that might have 
entered into her heait in that one moment, con- 
veyed by that name from those lips ! 

It was the salutation of a friend returning un- 
awares. He stood before her alive. She was 
searching for his remains. All her desire was 
expressed in those words, ** Sir, if thou hast borne 
him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and 
I will take him away." Not thirty-six hours before, 
t)2e crucidxion had taken place; and from the 
Huguhh of that scene this loving YieaxX. W^ \i^\. 
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yet gained relief, but, on the contrary, was ex- 
periencing new pangs on missing the form she 
loved so well. All the dark and sorrowful past 
was filled with new dismay, its heavy clouds 
seemed agitated by a rising wind which was 
mixing everything in worse confusion ; the dread- 
ful death was now followed by a rifled grave, the 
separation was deprived of that poor solace — to 
weep over the precious dust. In such circum- 
stances, perhaps, we can imagine what that one 
word must have been to her : " Mary ! " The 
voice she knew, and in that moment a great stone 
was rolled away from her heart. 

The first address calling her attention was by 
the name. Woman. All the Saviour's compassion 
and kindness to her in times past, and in that 
moment, found utterance in a second word. His 
heart was touched by the proof she was even then 
giving him of a love stronger than death, watch- 
ing at his deserted tomb, fixing her gaze upon 
that spot where he last disappeared from her 
view, and so entranced by its power over her, 
that she replies to a voice of sympathy and kind 
inquiry behind her, without at this time turning 
herself from her look into the sepulchre. Such 
affecting love must have touched the heart of 
Christ; such fidelity, such undying attachment, 
must have infused unwonted feeling into the ex- 
pression of her name. It had in it the joyfulness 
which love feels in knowing the glad surprise 
which it has in its power to \m^«x\,, ^\A '^<5k -^^ss.- 
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took of tbe bliss which it was itself to awaken in 
the heart of the dbconsolate friend. 

The disciples once saw that same form in .the 
fourth watch of the night walking upon the sea, 
and they cried out for fear. Thinking only of 
her buried friend, and of his lifeless remains 
borne thence, she knew not whether by friendly 
or unfriendly hands, her thoughts absorbed in 
efforts to find the inanimate clay, the sudden ap- 
pearance of Jesus to her alive, we may suppose, 
must have overpowered her senses ; but the kind- 
ness which flowed toward her in the use of her 
familiar name, kept back the tide of feeling, 
otherwise too great for nature, from overpowering 
her heart. ** Master ! " was there ever a word 
that conveyed a greater combination of feelings 
wrought to a higher pitch ? Conviction seems to 
have been instantaneous. The heart of Thomas 
was not in her. Faith, which had not been 
clouded even by sorrows, was in a moment 
changed for sight. Jesus had undergone no 
change in death and the resurrection ; his voice, 
and then one glance at him, called up his wonted 
name. Some heavenly artist alone might truly 
sketch the look, the motions, the whole expres- 
sion of that scene on either side ; it was a scene 
such as earth had seldom witnessed ; and yet in 
all which gave it real value, it may be repeated 
in the experience of believers. 

For who needs to be told of the power which 
^ere oftentimes is in one word of Christ to a sor- 
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•owful spirit? AH that Jesus needed to say to 
lis weeping friend was, ** Mary ! '* then did her 
ight rise in obscurity, and her darkness was as 
;he noonday. So has a sin-stricken soul, lahour- 
iig and heavy-laden, seeking Christ, weeping and 
casting itself on him, suddenly felt that Christ 
lad spoken one word of peace to it, and the day- 
itar rose in the heart. It was but a word, ** Be 
)f good cheer," ** Fear not," ** Only believe," or 
M)mething which, heard before a thousand times 
JO. vain, now spoken to a waiting and trustful 
beart, became like the word which chaos heard, 
md there was light ; which death and the grave 
bear and obey. A life of guilt, a sense of the 
yvrath of God, despair of ever being under any 
law but that of evil, has yielded to the word of 
Christ, and there was a great calm. Among the 
experiences of weeping, broken spirits, few are 
sweeter and richer than the sense of perfect ease 
fdih which a work is done at once which years 
liiid not accomplished. Such was the effect of 
the Saviour's word to the leper, ** I will, be thou 
slean ; " and to the blind eyes, ** Be opened ; " 
md to the widow's son, "Arise;" and to the 
i?eeping penitent, ** Thy sins are fcw^ven thee ; 
50 in peace." One word of Christ has full power 
X) effect everything which we need. We must 
relieve this, and not limit that power by mag- 
lifying the difficulties of our case. 

There is no more striking exercise of almighty 
goodness than that slreiv^Vi o^ VieaaX ^^^^5^ >a» 
ometimea imparted to \xb m Xxoxi^tJvfc. "^^^^a ^ 
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the circumstances are changed ; but God had 
suddenly raised our spirits, unwonted hope has 
taken possession of us. Some coincidence, some 
noticeable event, occurring in singular connexion 
■with our thoughts and prayers, suddenly inspires 
us with all the effect of revelation. The watcher, 
looking out upon the sky, and not suspecting 
dawn, is suddenly cheered by a sign of day. Every- 
thing seems changed, and it is because of some 
new turn in affairs, some kind message, some 
friendly word of cheer, some discovery of help 
and relief, a fear disappointed, a lost expecta- 
tion coming back fulfilled. What power God 
has to help us wonderfully by little things, and 
sometimes without the aid of anything external ! 
'* In the multitude of my thoughts within me, 
thy comforts delight my soul." 

The name of every believer is dear to Christ. 

** He calleth his own sheep by name and leadeth 

them out.'* Think of some of the times and ways 

in which you have seemed to hear, and may yet 

hear, Christ speaking to you by name. It may 

be that you are oppressed with a sense of un- 

worthiness, and feel that no one is interested in 

you, or loves you. There is one who loved you 

in foresight of all your unworthiness, and himself 

bare your sins in his own body on the tree. His 

love is not fluctuating, like yours. •* Having 

Joved his own which were in the world, he loved 

tliem ui3|.Q ^Y\e end." Nothing can divide us from 

iiim. «. y^Y^^ ^YitiW separate us from the love of 

t^ ^rist ? " Difficulties which appal us do not move 
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liiin. " He faintetb not, neither is weaiy." As 
you sit alone, oppressed with grief, he seems to 
speak your name, and addresses you. It is a 
familiar name to him ; he read it in the hook of 
life, before the world was ; he has read it times 
without number ; it is one of the essential records 
in that book of life; humble and a worthless 
name, as you esteem it, this is the Father's will, 
that of all that he has given him, he should losd 
notching. To the man, he says, " My son ; " hut 
of her who retains her Christian name with those 
who hare grown up with her, or have come to 
love her, and of every child, the Christian name 
is familiar, and in speaking to them he would use 
that name. '* Mary " shall lend us her name for 
illustration. 

Trouble and anguish have come upon you ; 
bereavement, calamity, a crushing load. He 
foresaw the whole, he designed it, he knew what 
it would be; the furnace of affliction was pre- 
pared by him, and "lo!" said the king of 
Babylon, '* I see four men walking in the midst 
of the fire, and the form of the fourth is like the 
Son of God." We do not read of Christ calling 
Judas by name ; but he said» " Simon, Simon," 
and " Thou art Peter," and ** Be of good cheer, 
Paul." Should you but hear him speak your 
name to you, all would be well. Faith may hear 
it. "I have called thee by thy name ; thou art 
mine." 

You are anticipating an hour of suffering. 
Mature faints at it; Life and death seem hung 

F 
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in even scales. Momentoas is to be the issue of 
that expected hour, and Jesus knows it. All that 
is delicate and hidden in your condition he knows ; 
" and underneath are the everlasting arms." One 
word, " Mary ! " from him will be enough. Put 
your hand in his. You can go through anything 
if he but speak your name to you, now and then, 
with a look of love. He will speak that name. 
** When thou passest through the waters I will be 
with thee, and through the rivers they shall not 
overflow thee." Let come what will, " his loving- 
kindness is better than life." 

The coming month you are expecting an event 
which is to have an important, it may be an all- 
important, bearing upon your whole future life. 
Some child, or near and dear friend, in whom you 
are bound up, may be in this condition. You are 
going to the Lord*s table to-day. He that sat on 
the well when a woman came thither to draw, and 
uttered to her some of the most important truths 
of his ministry, and, we tnist, saved her soul, but 
more particularly he whose very first words, so 
far as we are informed, with which he broke the 
silence of the tomb were, " Woman, why weepest 
thou?" expects you. Commune with him re- 
specting this great event; think of him as he 
himself was passing through critical seasons of 
his earthly life ; call him " forerunner," " shep- 
herd," " Captain ; " " my refuge and my fortress ; 
my God, in him will I trust." Receive his 
body and blood, all which it was possible for him 
to give you (or he would have given you more) ; 
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and while he pledges himself to you in this way, 
give over to him all your precious interests, and 
make a covenant with him by sacrifice. Ob, 
hallowed, heavenly moments ! What a sight is 
a communing church, their heads bowed low in 
converse with Christ ! What a season must com- 
munion seasons be to Christ ! Bethlehem ! 
Gethsemane ! Calvary ! Olivet! these are present 
in the Saviour's mind when his saints commune 
with him over his body and blood. The little 
church in the wilderness of heathenism and 
paganism, with their faithful, loving teachers ; the 
church of emigrants, with household utensils for 
flagons and cups; the ship's company in mid 
ocean ; the dying saint, and the two or three who 
are gathered together at the bedside ; and the 
great missionary convocation, representing as 
nearly as possible the kindreds of the earth, are 
scenes to Christ in which he begins to see of the 
travail of his soul and to be satisfied. The crown 
of the whole is, that to each he says, " Mary ! " 
and that every Mary can with truth say, ** This 
is my. beloved, and this is my friend.** 

Perhaps you need to come^ and are coming, to 
the table, as one who has very much to confess, 
and to be forgiven. The annunciation and ap- 
proach of the Communion Sabbath may have ar- 
rested and awakened you in sin, or forgetfulness, 
or in some departure from God. You may have 
grown cold and careless. Pleasure may have 
enticed you, some earthly love may have beguiled 
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ij you. How has it been with your Bibljs at 

ii prayer? We are told that at one of the mi 

I sionary schools in the East the praying girls i 

I one time had each her retreat for prayer, in tl 

! jungle hard by, to which the trodden grass poihtc 

[\ the way ; but when she had become prayer-less, 

!; passed iqto a proverb : Her path to the bush 

? grown over. How is this with you? If you ha^ 

[ wandered, be not dismayed. One office of Ghrii 

as Shepherd is thus expressed: *'He restoret 

'" my soul." In its connexion, it is affecting 1 

read the last verse of the one hundred and nin( 

teenth Psalm, and to think that a man who h& 

made that record of religious experience an 

^: piety, should find it necessary to close all t 

saying, ** I have gone astray like a lost sheej 

seek thy servant, for I do not forget thy coi 

:. mandments." Let us have hope. 

s; Are you on a journey ? are you in the midst < 

fashion, at places where the gay world has h< 

K- throne? Jesus comes and stands in the mids 

and says, "Mary!" How does his voice soun 

there ? Little cares he for that intoxicating sho 

of splendour and fashion, and all the luxurioi 

feelings which make revel there ; he comes, b 

cause one for whom he died and intercedes 

there, and into that wilderness of spiritual thin^ 

perhaps he comes to find the sheep which he ha 

^^?V "^^M ^^® ^^^^® welcome? When he say 
" Mary ! do you gladly answer, " Master ! " C 
>s your name upon his lips in suoh a place, lil 
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the look which he turned and gave to Peter ; and 
would your name spoken there, or anywhere, by 
Jesus, make you go out and weep bitterly ? 

You are engaged in some self-denying or dutiful 
act of love to an aged, or sick, or poor relative, or 
friend, or stranger. Perhaps your companions 
are following their innocent or their delirious 
pleasures, and have left you alone with your duty 
and your reflections. Jesus is there ; and, out of 
heaven, is there a moment of peace surpassing 
that when, with approving look and tone, he says 
to you, •* Mary ! " At such a moment, what is 
the whole world to you ? 

Now you are disappointed in something on 
which you had set your heart. It seems that the 
whole of life now will be a different thing, a 
gloomy thing, because of that loss. Your sun, 
you say, is gone down, while it is yet noon. 

But there is one who opeueth and no man 
shutteth. He meets you amidst the wreck and 
ruin of your hopes. Perhaps your feelings are 
agonised. Tears are your meat day and night. 
Inexpressibly bitter is the cup which you take 
with you into your solitude to drink. There is 
one who took from the same hand a cup far more 
bitter. You have found, you think, your Geth-. 
semane, but Gethsemane forbids that the same 
name be applied to any scene of trial which comes 
to us ; trial, too, which is to be for good to them 
that love God. Remembering Gethsemane, he 
says to you, " Mary I " ** Can you drink of the 
cup that I drink of?" Will you have fellowship 

F ti 
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with me in my sufferings? These trials are a 
part of redeeming mercy, and that ingredient in 
the cup which makes it revolting, serves to make 
it efficacious. If he, the man of sorrows, hut 
speak jour name to jou in the greatest affliction, 
it is enough. He rememhers you. ** The Lord 
thinketh upon me." All is well. 

Now we see you at the grave's side, sorrowing 
over that mound, or at the door of that tomb, 
which has changed the world for you into a vale 
of tears. There comes one, as you are bowed 
down with grief, and he needs but to say, ** Mary T* 
and what then ? The Resurrection and the Life 
bears your name upon his lips, and upon his heart, 
and it is graven on his hands. These words of 
Jesus which, it has already been observed, were 
the first after the resurrection of which we have 
any knowledge, "Woman, why weepest thou? 
whom seekest thou?" were uttered before A 
tomb. What if your dead should appear to you 
in celestial beauty, and, side by side, Jesus should 
also appear ? To which of them would you first 
draw nigh ? At whose feet would you fall ? In- 
stantly you would feel the infinite superiority of 
your God and Saviour to a mere worm, howevef 
endeared and however longed for. While you are 
weeping at the grave, therefore, know that a voice 
is speaking to you far more to be desired than 
that of the loved and lost friend or child. ** I am 
the first and the last." Make the grave the place 
to enthrone Christ in your heart, and his love and 
sympathy will help you to enjoy safely the luxury 
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of grief; for there is luxury in grief. You may 
cany your sorrow with you as long as you live ; 
hut as the moisture of the climate around the 
British Isles clothes England with a peculiar 
verdure, so the constant presence of a sanctified 
grief, noiakes the heart and mind like a green 
meadow, opens it to the richest influences, and 
renders it prolific. Let the risen Saviour but 
speak your name occasionally to the ear of your 
faith alone, and you will go in the strength of it 
many days. 

There is a watchword for us in Mary's saluta- 
tion : "Master!" — "Ye call me Master and 
Lord, and ye do well ; for so I am." That word 
must be the expression of the heartfelt love of 
which obedience is the best, indeed the only sure 
sign. He speaks to us, disinclined to duty, shrink- 
ing from sacrifice and suffering, from death, afflic- 
tion, protracted grief. He caUs us, and points to 
the dark, or the thorny, or the narrow way. 
"Master!" our response must be. He requires 
of us the surrender of something dear to us ; calls 
for aid to his cause, levies contribution upon his 
own which he has given us ; and can we say, — do 
we say, from the heart, " Master ! " We are not 
our own ; we are bought with a price ; what is our 
ruling motive ? what is our end in life ? do we 
look upon our own things, or upon the things 
which are Jesus Christ's ? Could it take a bodily 
form, what passion, what pursuit, what desire. 
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what employment should we look upon and say 
" Master ! " •* One is your Master, even Christ' 
Do you know him by that name? or only m 
Saviour? **He is thy* Lord ; and worship thoi: 
him." For, ** What offices does Christ execute at 
our Redeemer ? " 

If we do this as the habit of our lives, then 
will be times when at sudden and great merciei 
and blessings, temporal and spiritual, he wil 
make us exclaim, as Mary did, " Master! " Maiy'i 
exclamation was one of joy. So will ours fre 
quently be, for his Divine power has given unt< 
us all things pertaining to life and godliness, anc 
among them exceeding great and precious pro 
mises, the fulfilment of which, beautiful in theii 
season, will be to us like the discoveries of nev 
and wonderful features of scenery in a joumej 
through a land of mountains and streams. 

There is a time coming when these salutationt 
at the sepulchre will literally be exchanged be 
tween Christ and you. Three times in one dis 
course the Saviour says of every one that believes 
in him, ** And I will raise him up at the last day.* 
Standing at your sepulchre, clothed with youi 
new body like unto Christ's own glorious body 
the joy of your heart will rise higher than evei 
when the Saviour, contemplating your perfect 
beauty, his own gift, and rejoicing with you in it 
comes and says to you, ** Mary ! *' Then, vdtl: 
emotions which ynW be heaven begun, and witl 
large advances of its joy, you will see the King in 
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his beauty ; and, oh word of rapture, spoken then 
with new meaning, you will say " Master ! " You 
who have followed him here in the strait and 
narrow way, in darkness, in lengthening shadows 
and sorrows, and to many a grave, will then turn 
and follow him into heaven. As we look for this, 
we must desire and ask now to hear our names 
from his lips in the way of constant admonition 
and exhortation ; and as constantly, and with cor- 
responding love, our hearts must say to him, 
" Master I " 

'* Master ! may we ever say, 
Taken from the world away. 
See thy faithfnl servants, see, 
Ever gazing up to thee. 
Grant, though parted from our sight, 
High above yon azure height. 
Grant our souls may thither rise, 
Following thee beyond the skies. 

** Ever upward let us move, 
Wafted on the wings of love. 
Looking when our Lord shall come, 
Looking for a happier home. 
There we shall with thee remain. 
Partners of thy endless reign. 
There thy face unclouded see. 
Find a heaven of heavens in thee." 
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V. 



THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME. 

** THOU PKBPARB8T A TABLB BKFOmK MS IN THK PmS- 
8KNCB OF MINK KNBM»8." 

When we examine and interpret tliis expression, 
we almost shrink from the singular confidence 
which represents the Most High in such an act 
of condescension. But the difficulty is only with 
our faith ; for, when we compare these words with 
the representations in the New Testament of the 
love of God to men, and notice the figures and 
symhols there employed, as well as the term of 
filial confidence and love in the Old Testament, 
we find that David used only a warrantahle degree 
of .assurance in saying, " Thou preparest a table 
before me." It is a metaphor, which implies great 
things, — God preparing for a man a table. 

Among the pleasures of life, a table suitably 
provided and well arranged is a soul-reviving 
sight. They are wise who study a proper degree 
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of pleasure, as well as ordinary comforts, in spread- 
ing their board ; and the family is favoured which 
has a tasteful hand, ingenious in giving pleasure, 
to make their table inviting by those nameless 
arts which love and care, independently of wealth, 
supply. A well-prepared table is not merely a 
place to appease hunger. The eye is pleased 
with its order and fitness; the impression is made 
that there has been design and judgment exer- 
cised there, by which means there are moral 
influences exerted upon us, of no small import- 
ance. He who has his spirits cheered, and plea- 
surable impressions made upon him, once, twice, 
or three times a-day, by a neat, well-disposed, 
though humble board, if he be not a churl, will be 
flEur more useful, as well as happier, in all the re- 
lations of life, than one to whom his table sug- 
gests no such thoughts and feelings. The wife 
whose mind and heart are both employed in this 
thing, need not feel that she lives to no purpose. 
It is not the satisfying of hunger merely, but the 
moral influences connected with doing it, which 
she promotes ; and doing it well, she binds her 
family together with sweet influences which chil- 
dren feel and remember in far distant years, and 
in other homes. What a joy it is to a careworn 
man to be invited by one whom he loves, to a 
repast, though it be only a dinner of herbs, which 
thoughtfulness of his comfort has provided for 
him. And when at times something is done to 
surprise him, or with his friends, he sits at the 
board where that same taste and skill which 
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Spread the feast, presides, and sheds happines 
upon the circle, he does not deserve to be blest : 
he be not grateful in no ordinary measure. 

That which the best and dearest eaithlj frien 
does for a man, day by day, God is represente 
as doing for one who loves him and trusts in hin 
What must a table be which God has spread fo 
us ! 

A regard for our common wants is implied i 
so doing. There are things done for us by thos 
who love us, at home, which wealth has no powc 
to buy, ministrations of kindness dictated by n 
mercenary feelings, and having regard to the 
ordinary comfort and happiness which are of mor 
importance than great services. My God, wh 
knows my down-sitting and up-rising, and nun 
hers the hairs of my head, does not confine hi 
goodness to extraordinary acts, but he bestow 
things on which happiness depends, more tha 
unusual favours. " Thou preparest a table befoi 
me." God condescends to my ordinary need 
nothing is beneath him which is an object of m 
need. 

But there is frequently a special preparatio 
even of ordinary blessings, by the hand of Goc 
Not merely our daily bread, but things are pn 
vided for us in want or distress, things in then 
selves cheap and common, but provided under ch 
cumstances which make them seem like a tab! 
in the wilderness. Will God do this ? Our ej 
perience is full of it. Yet it is a wonderful repr< 
sentation to make, — the Most High preparing 
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table for a needy man. ** Which of you having a 
servant ploughing or feeding cattle will say unto 
him by-and-by when he is come from the field. Go 
and sit down to meat?" But God prepares a 
table for his servant ; it is that which the man's 
own servants would be expected to do, or that 
wbicb his dearest friend would love to do for him. 
They who spend much time and thought in solving 
mysteries which never can be explained, would 
do well to leave them and study God's unsearch- 
able love. There is more in this to exercise their 
faith, to excite wonder, to reward contemplation, 
to improve th^ mind and heart, than can be found 
in large volumes upon certain controverted sub- 
jects. 

It is in the way of triumph over enemies, that 
God is pleased sometimes to prepare for a man 
who loves and serves him, some special and no- 
ticeable blessing. Much is said in the Bible 
about injurious treatment from our fellow-men ; 
prayer is very frequently rendered with reference 
to this, and deliverance from it is gratefully ac- 
knowledged. ** Let not the foot of pride come 
against me, and let not the hand of the wicked 
remove me." There is a power to injure us which 
is not dignified enough to be reckoned with prin- 
cipalities, yet it has great ability for mischief and 
discomfort, and that is, " the power of the dog." 
To be run at, and to be followed by currish spirits, 
base, unreasonable natures, is an annoyance from 
which it is often most difficult to escape ; to resist, 
provokes it; to flee, emboldens it, and we pray 

G 
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for some power to call it off from us. ^* Deliver 
mj soul from the lion, my darling from the 
power of the dog.'* David prays to be deliv- 
ered from a certain trouble, '* lest they that hate 
me rejoice when I am moved." When Hannah 
was made happy, she could not help thinking and 
speaking about ** the adversaries," and rejoicing 
in God over them. So it was with the Virgin 
Mary. It was natural for her to think of those 
who had been proud toward her, and it was grati- 
fying to think of being exalted in her state of 
life, over those who had looked down upon her. 
There was no sinful pride in these feelings, for 
there was nothing mcdign or vindictive in them. 
As we read her beautiful song, we are made to 
say. Surely, God has prepared a table for Mary in 
the presence of her enemies. This is an envious 
world. Solomon said, that " for every right work^ 
a man is envied of his neighbour." James asks 
us, ** Know ye^ot that the spirit which dwelleth 
in us lusteth to envy?" — that it is our natural 
disposition to be moved at the prosperity and hap- 
piness of others ? Blessed state, when ** Each the 
bliss of all shall view, with infinite delight," and 
be as truly happy in the happiness of others as in 
his own ; — in which case there will indeed bo 
fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore. 

When God appears with some token of favour 

toward one who has had enemies, or there have 

been those who have oppressed or slighted him, a 

^ood man has two sets of feeVmgs. He has a 

^^elingoflove and tenderness ioNNax&.\i\se\ie«i\^>i, 
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With no pride of saperioritj, he is made superior 
to them by the hand of God, and the effect is to 
make him kind and forgiving. Another feeling 
is, extreme gratification in seeming to be vindi- 
cated. His natural sense of justice is gratified. 
There is much exulting language in the histories 
of holy men on this subject. " For thou, Lord, 
hast lifted me up, and hast not made mine ene- 
mies to triumph over me." One of the blessings 
promised to him *' that considereth the poor," is, 
** and thou ^It not deliver him into the will of his 
enemies." Our natural love of justice, our hatred 
of wrong and oppression, are encouraged when it is 
said, for exaipple, ** When a man's ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him/* Or, " When mine enemies came upon 
me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell." 
How many ways God has of blessing us ! When 
he xmdertekes to do a man good, how precious are 
his thoughts toward him, how great is the sum of 
them ! When he git eth quietness, who then can 
make trouble ? 

All these things, rich and great as they are, 
nevertheless are of inferior value and import, and 
are brought to view only that we may better ap- 
preciate something which far surpasses them. 
When we read to-day, " Thou preparest a table 
before me," think of the preparations made and 
now awaiting us for the Lord's Supper. 

God has prepared this table. Eminently true 
is this, and most affectingly true. Who but God 
could have prepared thia taXA^*^ fe^V^"^^^^ ^xSsS^ 
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not have spread and furnished it. There was no 
eye to pity, no arm to save. Then it was said, 
** Deliver him from going down to the pit; I have 
found a ransom." We may say with confidence 
that to angels this tahle is the greatest wonder in 
the world. It was the most difficult thing to fur- 
nish. It is the most interesting object. Beth^ 
lehem, Gethsemane, Calvary, the manger, garden, 
cross, concentrate all their rays of light and love 
here. If angels were to preach, they would love 
to stand here. They come to see this sight, they 
commune together ahout it ; they desire to look 
into it ; always new to us, it never grows old with 
them. If angels could not have furnished this 
table, kings, princes, nohles of the earth, never 
could have done it. The wealth of Croesus and 
Midas would have been only the small dust in the 
balance toward it. Cleopatra may dissolve pearls 
to drink them, but no mention should be made of 
coral nor of pearls here; for the price of it is 
above rubies. * 

And when we say that God "prepared" this 
table, we are led to think of that stupendous plan 
which was connected with it, far back in the coun- 
cils of eternity, and of that great dispensation of 
atoning rites which for four thousand years held the 
world in a state of expectation, and in pupilage, to 
be instructed into its meaning. This table was 
provided by a sacrifice which exhausted the trea- 
sury of heaven. God manifest in the flesh spread 
it, in person, with his own hands. His humilia- 
tion, sufferings^ and death, are here. As our 
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words are diminished and suppressed in propor- 
tion as our feelings are intense, so the infinite 
meaning of this table has chased away all form 
and ceremony from it beyond a bare outline of an 
ordinance, just sufficient to make it cognizable by 
the senses. What severe and a\vful simplicity is 
here ! These two symbols only, simple and plain, 
dependent on no forms for their efficacy, nor on 
the vessels which hold them, whether of gold, or 
silver, or wood, or earth, are the Lord's Supper. 
Their single signification is, the Lord's death : an 
object remaining the same from the beginning, 
" until he come ; " thus beautifully holding us in 
communion with all the people of God in times 
past and at present, amid changes of all other cus- 
toms, and variety and contrariety of opinion, and 
strange languages, and also setting our faces to- 
ward that great event, his final coming. ** Ye do 
show the Lord's death until he come,*' Judge of 
the living and of the dead, in the glory of his 
Father and of his holy angels ; and such is he who 
spread, who furnished this table and calls to every 
human being, " This do, in remembrance of me." 
And now, in recollection of what has been said 
respecting a table, as to the place it holds among 
the infiueuces of our daily life, it is pleasant to 
think that this great commemorative and admoni- 
tory appointment is associated with a table. A 
table is an emblem of home. Influences centre 
round our tables not exceeded in their power and 
interest elsewhere. Happy hours pass by, bonds 
of love are formed, aud nurtured, communion has 
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its secret places, friendships are cemented, and 
alienations are healed there. We read of a trea- 
cherous enemy, who, on being detected, was not 
put to death because he had eaten with the man 
whom he had injured, at the man's own board. 
What joyful meetings and gatherings does a table 
witness ; and there we specially see the bounties 
of God's providence. The custom is founded in 
nature, of acknowledging God by prayer at our 
tables ; asking a blessing is a poor idea of that 
service ; it is the recognition by a dependent crea- 
ture of the hand that feeds him. The table is the 
central point of all domestic comfort and bless- 
ings. Christ speaks of heaven under the simili- 
tude of a table ; '* Ye shall eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom." 

When Christianity chooses a table as the symbol 
of her choicest gifts, we see how eminently social 
and benevolent its nature is ; communion, fellow^ 
ship, giving the rites of hospitality, kindred, home, 
invitation, refreshment, invigoration, cheer, and 
every pleasurable idea which comes at the thought 
of a welcome table, are implied in it. 

But we must carry the idea still further. " Be- 
fore me," each of us can say, and he must in truth 
say, **Thou preparest a table, before me." No 
human being in the vnlds of heathenism could be 
found and brought in, through the grace of God, 
to this supper, who could not in the fullest sense, 
equally with each fellow-creature, say this. ** Be- 
fore me," a rebel, to win and reconcile me ; a lost 
soul, to redeem and save me ; a starving soul, to 
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dd me with the bread which came down from 
3ayen. But they who actually partake of it say, 
before me," in a peculiar sense. Instead of 
eing left to a wretched choice, as they are who 
lad rather starve than come, I am here, and 
* thou preparest a table before me. " Thou makest 
me to sit down, and girdest thyself, and comest 
forth to serve me. There are gifts and blessings 
which come upon us sometimes, whose only effect, 
for a season, is amazement. Such is this, to be 
led by a hand that ** sweetly forced us in," over- 
coming all our difficulties, repugnance, and every- 
thing which keeps others away, and making us 
kings and piiests to God, sitting together in hea* 
venly places in Christ Jesus, belonging to the 
church of all ages, past, present, and to come, in hea- 
ven and in earth ; and while others say, '* How can 
this man give us his flesh to eat! " making us eat 
his body and drink his blood, as an expression to 
us that his love spared nothing for our sake, and 
that he seeks to incorporate and identify us each 
with himself, members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones. We cannot contend with thee 
in thy love, any more than with thine omnipo- 
tence. We are like those little pools upon the 
searshore at low tide ; and now the ocean floods 
us, and we are lost in it. 

" Nay, but I yield ! I yield ! 
I can hold out no more ; 
I sink by dying love compelled, 
And own thee conqueror I 
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*' Come, and possess me whole. 
Nor hence again remove ; 
Settle and fix my wayering soul 
With all thy weight of love." 

There are spectators of our communion season 
who are out of our sight. One is the arch enemy 
of God and man ; an^ if we believe in the exist- 
ence and agency of evil spirits, that great apostate 
angel and bis confedemtes look on when the Lord's 
Supper is administered to us. ** Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine ene- 
mies." As nothing in this world represents to the 
view of holy angels such sublime, affecting in- 
terests as the Lord's Supper, so there is nothing 
which to Satan and his angels is such a memorial 
of their woe. Man was Satan's victim in this 
newly-created world ; a race of creatures had, by 
bis instigation, apostatized, and would have 
peopled the realms of darkness with rebels in 
league with fallen angels against God, or would 
have become the subjects of infernal malignity, 
gratifying a diabolical love of misery by the tor- 
ments which their despots would have inflicted. 
The plan was successful in its beginning ; man, 
the sinner, without the shadow of a reason, broke 
his allegiance to God, and straightway incurred 
the doom which had already fallen on those who 
had sinned in heaven. Sovereign mercy inter- 
posed, providing a way of pardon for man, and left 
the tempter and his angels under the everlasting 
curse. Then followed the stupendous work of 
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human redemption, of which this sacramental rite 
is the memorial. The sight of a company of hu- 
man heings around this table must be, of all sights 
on earth, a mournful, a distressing spectacle to 
these our enemies.. 

It reminds them of their own irrecoverable ruin. 
Our restoration shows them the possibility which 
there was, in the nature of things, that they could 
have been redeemed. Perhaps they thought, 
when they sinned, and afterward, that God could 
not forgive sin ; they knew no expedient by which 
it' could be done ; and their experience in the 
legislation of heaven furnished no precedent of 
the kind. When, therefore, they saw that God 
could be just and justify a sinner, that it was ac- 
tually done, and done by the incarnation of Him 
who made them (for by him were all things created 
tha^ are in heaven and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or domi-r 
nions, or principalities, or powers), and that this 
God manifest in the flesh, passed by them, and 
bestowed on the sinner, mau, their victim, this 
unspeakable gift, we may suppose that their wrath 
knew no bounds. So that as often as they see 
the Lord*s table spread, it is a hateful sight ; they 
hate the sight of the Bible, of a true minister of 
Jesus, of a real Christian, of a good book, and of 
many other things ; but the sight of the Lord's 
Supper and forgiven sinners partaking of it, aggra- 
vates their misery. When heaven rejoices over 
the reception of a goodly number, or even of one 
soul, into the church on earth» it is a signal for 
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new distress among tbose disappointed and miser- 
able beings who are again notified by every act of 
salvation, that their judgment liugeretb not, and 
their damnation slumberetb not. 

All which they can do, therefore, is to hinder, 
as far as possible, the good effect of this great or- 
dinance upon us. Glad are they when, by the 
suggestion of doubts and fears, they can prevent 
a troubled soul from deriving benefit from this 
scene of love and mercy. Some they would per- 
suade that they were precipitate, and then they 
haunt and worry them with their upbraidings. 
Upon all of us they practise temptations, so that, 
by the commission of sin, or the neglect of duty, 
or want of suitable preparation, the ordinance may 
fail of its designed effect. Are they not busy with 
their fiery darts, during the participation of the 
supper ? Whatever may distract the mind of a 
communicant, whether it be by untimely or un- 
profitable remarks of the minister, or by evil asso- 
ciations in the thoughts of the Christian, by ani- 
mosity, or by prejudice, by the sight of one who 
has been, or still is, an enemy, in all manner of 
ways, the emissaries of darkness are no doubt busy 
with us, when God has prepared this table for us 
in their presence. They can injure him only 
through us. And then, to borrow the blessed 
Leighton's figure of the arch pirate, who lies in 
wait for the richest ships, these foes of ours are 
watching for us as we go ^way from the supper. 
For if, as the Saviour says, when the seed of the 
word is cast into the hearts by the preacher, *' then 
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coineth the wicked one and catcheth away that 
which was sown," surely they must find it greatly 
to their advantage if tbey can prevent us from re- 
taining, for any length of time, and especially from 
reducmg to practice, the instructions afforded by 
the ordinance of the supper. 

Therefore, if we remember that God has pre- 
pared the table before us in the presence of these 
enemies, we shall do well if we go to it, and par- 
take of it, and come away from it, as in their 
presence. 

We should examine ourselves to see if we do 
repent and forsake sin, which has been the occa- 
sion of such disaster; which cost angels their 
thrones, and binds them in chains under dark- 
ness ; so that to save us from the same just con- 
demnation with them, the amazing sacrifice for 
sin was made. As we walk to the house of God 
on the communion Sabbath, as we take our seats 
in view of the table, and as we receive the me- 
morials of the Saviour's body and blood, the 
thought that we are made a spectacle unto angels, 
with such probable feelings on their part with 
regard to the supper, and toward us, will naturally 
make us feel how great a thing it is to engage in 
that transaction. It will excite our gratitude for 
the distinguishing goodness of God toward man, 
and for that redemption which we see in the case 
of fallen angels could as justly have been withheld 
from us as from them. The Lord's Supper being 
the divinely appointed representation of that great 
work which distuiguishes the moral government 
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of God, to have a place at that table is, in the 
esteem of lost angels, to occupy a seat higher than 
any earthly throne ; it is a place which they regard 
as second only to a throne in glory, and indeed as 
the step to that throne. 

What must they think of those who, having been 
communicants, and holding still a right to sit at 
the table, yet because they are strangers where 
they now reside, go away fh)m the table, though 
included in the invitation to commune ? No light 
thing would keep them away, could they obtain a 
reversal of their doom, or a temporary reprieve, 
for a new probation. 

Do they not look with eager interest over the 
company of communicants, thinking whether any 
from that assembly may finally be made their 
prey ? They know that the promise is only to 
those who endure unto the end, and therefore Uiey 
ply their terrible arts for our destruction. 

But with all that is oppressively solemn in our 
responsibilities, and fitted to make us fear, let us 
not be dismayed. He who spread that table, 
came to destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil. The roaring lion is chained, 
and his chain is in the hand of Christ. He could 
lead him into our assembly to-day, a trembling 
captive, and make him cry, "Art thou come to tor- 
ment me before the time ? " All the power of the 
enemy cannot hurt us; devils and wicked men, 
together, cannot hurt us ; we can hurt ourselves, 
by neglect and sin, but not because Satan and all 
his hosts are able to tempt us above that which we 
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are able to bear. Safe and happy under the pro- 
t-ection of our infinite Saviour and friend, let us 
go to each successive communion season with more 
intelligent views of truth, with a higher standard 
of duty, with deeper impressions of what it is to 
be saved and to be lost, remembering that at the 
last day we shall either "judge angels," or be 
condemned in their presence to the punishment 
from which we had been redeemed, but from which 
they had no Eedeemer. 

*' In the presence of mine enemies.'* Imagine 
all the enemies whom you have ever been com- 
pelled to regard as such, gathered together at the 
door of the place of worship, or seated in some 
conspicuous part of the house, and in sight of you. 
On you alone they fix their eyes, as you receive 
the emblems of the Saviour*s body and blood. 

Now, is there one among them towards whom 
you exercise an unforgiving spirit? He has 
injured you greatly ; perhaps you have a deep 
and a just sense of the wrong which he has 
committed, and you are wholly in the right. At 
all events, what are your feelings toward him ? 
what has been your conduct with regard to his 
trespass? Have you ever left your gift before 
the altar, to go and be reconciled ? and have you 
now returned, from a well-meant, though un- 
successful endeavour, to be at peace with him ? 
You may then ask for mercy in view of the ten 
thousand talents which you owe to the justice, to 
the grace of God, nowyou have forgiven that enemy 
his trespasses. Is he, in your apprehension, an 

H 
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unconverted man? This is enough to subdue 
every unkind feeling towards him, as you sit at 
the table of Christ. Is he a professor of religion ? 
a member of the same church with yourself? 
There are dififerences of opinion and practice 
among good men which sometimes separate them 
from one another, but the table of Christ should 
witness sincere protestations of good- will and de- 
sires for peace, on the part of every one who 
receives the sacrament of the supper. 

Let us permit those enemies to bring each his 
complaint to our conscience. Whom have I in- 
jured ? Whom have I defrauded ? Whom have 
I treated in an unbecoming manner ? As they 
look upon me at the table of Christ, can they 
justly accuse me before him, who knows my heart, 
of any wilful injury or neglect ? ** Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine ene- 
mies." At such a table, let me resolve that if I 
have an enemy, I will have no enmity toward 
him or any human being, as God for Christ's 
sake has forgiven me. 

It is a peculiarity of the table of Christ that it 
can receive and entertain an indefinite number. 
Always has it been said, and to-day it is pro- 
claimed again, **And yet there is room." See 
the vacant seats around you, and before you. See 
how many go away. If the communion season 
has its proper effect upon us, we shall each go 
away, purposing to do something towards bringing 
others to the possession of these infinite blessings. 
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There is another table of which the Saviour 
speaks, when he promises some that they should 
eat and drink At his table, in his kingdom. When 
we think how many come to the table on earth, 
we are reminded of the great multitude which will 
come from the four winds to sit with Christ above. 
And will each one who reads these lines be there ? 
You are invited; but perhaps you are one who 
has not yet accepted the invitation. 

Supposing this to be the communion Sabbath, 
what if you should purpose with yourself that 
when the next communion Sabbath arrives, you 
"will, with God*s help, join in commemoration of 
the Saviour's death, at his table? We will suppose 
that the interval between the communion seasons 
is a month. During the present month, you are 
to strive to enter in at the strait gate. If thert, 
be mercy in heaven for you, if there is grace 
sufficient for you, if the advice and help of others 
can avail anything, if the kingdom of heaven yet 
suffers violence and the violent take it by force, 
you are this month to secure the salvation of your 
soul. 

What if you had come from eternity, with a 
month allowed you to repent of your sins, and 
accept pardon through Christ ? Bend your whole 
soul to the effort, as in such a case you would not 
fail to do ; seek advice, be directed ; and having 
seen, as you will not fail to see, what you must 
do to be saved, remember that the time is short, 
and that whatsoever your hand findeth to do, you 
must do it with your might. When that next 
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communion Sabbath arrives, many, very many, 
will be beyond the reach of all such opportunities. 
To-day they will go from the sight of the Lord's 
table, little thinking that the next time it appears 
before them, it will be in their remembrances of 
earth, beyond the limits of hope. 

This table is spread again and again ; you may 
go away, and return, and find it spread, and the 
access to it as free as infinite love and the out- 
stretched hands of Christ can make it. But, 
there is a time when they that are ready will go 
in with him to the marriage, and the door will be 
shut. May you obtain the wedding garment be- 
fore it is too late, and so be a guest for ever at the 
table of Christ, in his kingdom ! 
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EXPOSTULATION. 

** AND NOW IP YB WILL DEAL KINDLY AND TRULY WITH 
MY MASTER, TELL ME ; AND IF NOT, TELL ME ; THAT 
I MAY TURN TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE LEFT.'' 

Why do you not gome to the Lord's Supper ? 

Answer I. " Christians do not appear to me to 
be better people than many others who are not 
communicants." 

The answer, in a more extended form, includes 
such remarks as these : "I am acquainted with 
many who are equal to any professing Christians, 
but they do not consider it necessary to receive 
the Lord's Supper. I see people remain at the 
Lord's table who do things which I would scorn to 
do ; some of them I know to be wholly unfit to 
partake of that sacred ordinance.'* 

Let us allow that every communicant has a 
superior in moral character out of the church ; 
nay, that aU who commune, are unfit to partake. 

Christ died for you, nevertheless ; to you he 

H 2 
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speaks from his table : " This do in remefmbrance 
of me." For Paul received a special revelation 
from Christ with regard to the Supper (see 1 Cor. 
xi. 23-26), and tells us that this ordinance is 
appointed bj Christ to be observed ** until he 
come." So that let others be unworthy, you, if 
you believe in the Christian religion, must admit 
that the duty is incumbent on you, as an act of 
gratitude to the Lord Jesus your Saviour, to 
comply with his requirement and show forth his 
death. 

With such ia correct, and even high moral 
standard as you manifestly profess, it is pecu- 
liarly obligatory on you, especially with the light 
afforded you with respect to exemplary conduct, 
to be a professing Christian. These people whom 
you reflect upon, perhaps, are not so well in- 
structed as you are, or so highly furnished with a 
nice discernment of right and wrong. How use- 
ful a Christian you would be with your high 
standard and sense of propriety, should you be a 
follower of Christ. 

But are you aware that, if it be right for you 
to turn your back upon a whole church, for the 
sins of a few, it would be right for all to forsake 
the Lord's Supper, on the ground that some, or 
many, communicants, are not as they should be ? 

You profess to esteem some who are not com- 
municants, and who decline to be, as highly as 
professing Christians. By the solemn hour of 
death, tell me. Are there not professing Christians 
whose place, on a dying bed, you would rather taka. 
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than that of any friend of yours out of the church 
of Christ ? 

Would you not go to his judgment-seat from 
his tahle with a special feeling of safety and 
peace? 

Suppose that your parent should make a dying 
request that, on the first Saturday evening of every 
month, or the last Saturday evening of eveiy 
second month, you and the other children should 
together read a letter of his or hers, or look upon 
an appointed keepsake ? If you were a kind and 
dutiful child, it would make no difference with 
you whether one and another proved unworthy or 
neglectful as a child. You would use the memo- 
rial with the greater zeal, and mourn that any one 
could so forget himself and his deceased parent as 
to neglect it. If you ever prayed, that memorial 
would he the means of making you pray most 
earnestly for the recreant member of the family. 

" Every one of us shall give account of himself 
to God." Christ said of the strait gate and narrow 
way, — " and few there be that find it." Many 
shall say, * Lord, Lord,' to whom he will say, I 
never knew you. Let it be that the larger por- 
tion of every church will be of this description ; 
you have a soul to save, a God to serve, a Saviour 
to love ; for Christ died for you. 

Answer 2. ;* I do not think it necessary to sal- 
vation, that one should receive the sacrament." 

It is necessary, in order to be saved, to have 
feelings toward Christ which will make you desire 
to be at his table. 
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If you believe in Christ, you will be grateful t 
him, and you will wish to show it, by complyin 
with his most reasonable and affecting require 
ment. If you have no desire to be at the tabl 
of Christ, you have no such feelings toward hii 
as are necessary in order to be saved. 

Answer 3. " If I make a profession of religior 
I make promises which I can never keep." 

No such promise is ever required or made 
The engagement is never unconditional in makin 
a profession of religion ; but it is coupled with a 
expression of dependence on God ; and we pn 
mise that, with his aid, we will endeavour to wal 
in all godliness and honesty. Every one fails t 
reach even his own standard ; in many things w 
offend, in all we come short, and daily need n 
pentance and atoning blood. 

But in other things, we never hesitate to pre 
mise where our feelings are deeply interested ; w 
do not then take counsel of our fears, and refus 
to do the best we can because of expected failur 
to be perfect. 

When we make a profession, we do not saj 

Behold, I am perfect, but, Behold, I am vile. 

am a lost, perishing sinner, unless Christ sha] 

^ave me. My heart is depraved, I am prone t 

^in ; but I repent ; I look to Christ for pardon 

I wish to live a religious life ; without the aid c 

the Holy Spirit, I can do nothing. I profess t 

^ave had a change of heart ; to love holiness, t 

^ ate sin ; my jjf^ jg to be a conflict between goo 

«tj evil ; \ijxt I wish to live for him who died fo 
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me, to deny myself, and take up the cross and 
follow him. 

Answer 4. " I am not worthy." 

Should you ever profess to be worthy, it would, 
probably, be best for you to wait longer. 

If you feel yourself to be a sinner, this is an 
essential qualification. If you have no expecta- 
tion of being saved but through the sacrifice of 
Christ, that is another. If you commit your soul 
to him, if you ever have anything like covenant 
transactions with him in prayer, you have believed 
in Christ. 

Should a dear friend come to you in distress 
on account of sin, or if you were at the dying bed 
of one who should ask, What must I do to be 
saved? do you think, do you hope, that you would 
be able to direct that soul to Christ ? The com- 
mon difficulties and objections of such persons, 
would you, probably, be able to meet, out of your 
own experience ? If you could, why not take the 
comfort of that faith and hope with which you 
would thus seek to inspire him ? 

Answer 5. " My companion, or intimate friend, 
is not inclined to make a profession of religion ; 
and if I do it, I shall make a separation between 
us." 

Your companion and you, dear friend, have 
each a soul to save, or lose. You wish to lead a 
quiet, comfortable life together, undisturbed by 
such a difference of feelings and conduct as a pro- 
fession of religion by one of you, without the 
other, would occasion. This life is a handbreadth. 
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It is a probationary state for eternity ; now, what 
if your companion should reproach you hereafter, 
and say, You knew the truth, and your duty ; had 
you been decided, I should have followed you ; or 
if not, you would, at least, have saved your soul, 
and perhaps the souls of the children. You made 
me happy, in many things, but you were false, 
you were cruel, to my eternal interests. 

To do our duty in this thing is the surest way 
to encourage others. Unless there be a good 
prospect that a companion or friend will, ere long, 
make a profession of religion, and thus both have 
the pleasure of doing it together, it is wrong as 
well as hazardous, and also injurious to the spi- 
ritual interests of the friend to delay. We must 
also remember who has said, " He thatloveth father 
or mother more than me, is not worthy of me." 

Few things are more disastrous than to trifle 
with, or neglect, our Christian hope. By failing 
to do our duty at a proper time, we are liable to 
be confused as to the evidences of personal reli- 
gion; we begin to doubt and fear, and thus many 
spend years in darkness and sorrow. 

These remarks are not made with a view to 
urge any to take so important a step as the one 
in question, prematurely. But there is an ex- 
treme which is opposite to precipitancy. Christ 
says, " Follow me." Each one should seek direc- 
tion, and while no man can take from us, nor 
share with us, the responsibility of such a step, 
Y.«"^^. receive great assistance by stating our 
difficulties and obtaining advice. 
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Bat the time is short. ** Whosoever shall con- 
fess me before men, him shall the Son of Man 
also confess before the angels of God." To con- 
fess Christ is not, indeed, one disconnected act ; 
our life must confess Christ ; that confession of 
him, however, must have a beginning, and it is 
evinced in proposing to join ourselves to the 
visible church. When we stand before him and 
render up our account, is our reason for not 
coming to his table such, that we shall be able to 
present it to him, vdth any confidence that it will 
be accepted ? and in view of it, will he probably 
waive our obligation to have been his follower, 
and say, " Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord ! " 

Or, do we apprehend that his reply would be, 
" He that denieth me before men, shall be denied 
before the angels of God ?" 

That you now seriously lay these things to 
heart, " I give thee charge in the sight of God, 
who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus, 
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good con- 
fession." When, for your sake, he went to the 
judgment-hall, remember that he himself furnished 
the only ground upon which they could condemn 
him ; that they sought witnesses, and found none; 
that at last two false witnesses appeared, but that 
*' neither so did their witness agree together," 
and that then, before the High-Priest, and before 
Pontius Pilate, Jesus made a profession and a 
confession, on which alone they were able to cru- 
cify him. 
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He knew this, and there, for your sake, he 
** witnessed, a good confession." 

" Let us go forth, therefore, unto him without 
the camp, bearing his reproach." 

How does our finding fault with Christians, our 
plea that we can be saved without coming to the 
Lord's table, that we shall not live up to our en- 
gagement, that our friends will not like it, or that 
we are not worthy, and all the various excuses 
which we plead against a Christian profession, 
appear, when we compare them with what he did 
for us? Who that has a heart which is ever 
touched by gratitude and love, can contemplate 
his Sa^'iour, suffering and dying for him, and not 
at once give himself away to him, resolved, if he 
must perish, to perish endeavouring to serve this 
Saviour and Friend ! 

Answer 6. When all other objections have 
been answered, it is common to hear it said, " I 
must be far better than I am before I take so 
solemn a step. Sometimes I persuade myself 
that I am a Christian ; but this is transient, for 
soon I feel strangely indifferent to spiritual 
duties. I do not always enjoy prayer as I ought. 
I frequently take up some interesting book when, 
perhaps, I should take the Bible. I have not an 
entire control of my temper, as I should have, 
were I a Christian. I am not good enough to be 
a member of the church." 

It is remarkable that, while with regard to our 
conduct we look wholly to the righteousness of 
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Ohrist, yet as it regards our feelings we look to 
our own perfection, or to the law of God, to be 
justified and accepted. So that we present the 
singular spectacle of trusting in Christ alone to 
justify us as to our conduct, and yet seeking to have 
our emotions, our religious experience entirely 
right, to make them acceptable with God. 

But if by feeling as we ought, we may obtain a 
ground of justification, we may also do without 
Christ in every other respect. 

We cannot be justified through conformity to 
the law of God, either in our conduct, or in our 
feelings ; ** for the law made nothing perfect, but 
the bringing in of a better hope did, by the which 
we draw nigh unto God." Even the faith which 
saves us has no merit, any more than the stretch- 
ing forth of the beggar's hand entitles him to the 
alms which he receives. 

. ** But still," it is replied, " our feelings are evi- 
dences of our being born of the Spirit." 

Our capability of certain feelings is essential 
evidence ; their strength, their uniformity, vary 
in different cases. Have you at any time loved 
God ? Have you committed your soul to Christ 
for pardon and salvation ? Have you loved holi- 
ness for its own sake, and been sorry for sin as 
committed against God ? Do not reply, " Not so 
much as I ought." Have you ever been capable 
of one or more of these things ? If an infant has 
breathed, it has lived ; if you have at any time 
been capable of one spiritual affection, you have 
been bom of the Spirit. 
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For such as you, Christ has appointed his 
Church, with its ordinances. The good Shepherd 
has folds, and provision in them and in his pas- 
tures adjacent. You must not wait for a vigorous 
growth in the wilderness before you enter the 
sheepfold. 

" But what if I should afterwards lose my pre- 
sent evidence, poor as it is, of being a Christian? 
How deplorable it must be to £nd one's self in an 
unregenerate state after joining the Church ! " 

Even if this should prove to be the case with 
you, notwithstanding you endeavoured to act sin- 
cerely, you must not despair; you did not act 
presumptuously. The way to be saved will be the 
same as now ; instead of renouncing your Christian 
profession, you will need to do only that which 
the Gospel now requires. 

It will not be strange, if your evidence of being 
a Christian will seem to you less after than before. 
The candle which was but just lighted and set in 
your heart, disclosed at first but a little of your 
moral deformity ; but when its flame is stronger 
and brighter, you may begin to be dismayed at 
further disclosures. Not that you vdll be worse 
than before, but you will see yourself more dis- 
tinctly, the more you know of God, and so you 
will increasingly abhor yourself. This will be a 
hopeful sign. If your desire and endeavour still 
is to be a Christian,- know that right desires are 
among the best evidences of piety. Not one of 
the beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount ap- 
plies to religious confidence and joy ; they idl 
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pertain to states of mind nearly related to humi- 
lity and contrition. Look away from yourself; 
cease to estimate your frames of mind as to their 
value, for in themselves they are at hest like all 
our righteousnesses; hut there is a perfect righte- 
ousness provided for us in Christ, and our exer- 
cises of mind are useful chiefly as they testify 
that we seek to he found in him, not having our 
own righteousness. 

Before another communion Sahhath arrives, he 
persuaded to go to your pastor, or to some Christ- 
ian friend, and disclose your feelings ; take counsel, 
follow good advice. Agree now that you will do 
this. Say, ** I will go in the strength of the Lord 
God ; I will make mention of thy righteousness, 
even of thine only." 

In our intercourse with God we must not he 
dilatory. In husiness, and even in complimentary 
affairs, it is not excused. 

Bead and ponder the truth contained in the 
closing part of these words, from Bunyan's de- 
scription of the Wicket Gate ; — 

** So in process of time Christian got up to the 
gate. Now over the gate there was written, 
* Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.' 

" He knocked, therefore, more than once or 
twice, saying : — 

* May I now enter here ? Will he within 
Open to sorry me, though I have been 
An undeserving rebel ? Then shall I 
Not fail to sing his lasting praise on high.' 

** At last there came a grave person to the 
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gate, named Good-vnll, who asked who was there ? 
and whence he came ? and what he would have ? 

** Christian. Here is a poor hardened sinner. 
I come from the city of Destruction, hut am going 
to Mount Zion, that I may he delivered from the 
wrath to come. I would, therefore, Sir, since I 
am informed that hy this gate is the way thither, 
know if you are willing to let me in ? " 

" * I am willing with all my heart,' said he ; 
and with that he opened the gate. 

" So when Christian was stepping in, the other 
gave him a pull. Then said Christian, * What 
means that ? * The other told him, * A little dis- 
tance from this gate, there is erected a strong 
castle, of which Beelzehuh is the captdn ; from 
thence, hoth he and they that are with him shoot 
arrows at those that come up to this gate, if haply 
they may die hefore they can enter in.'" 
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